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February 4, 2009

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Thank you for your prayers and financial support that allow me to
serve the Lord Jesus Christ. The ministry Christ has given me (to preach
the Gospel in many areas, to publish The Eagle, and to help missionaries
in many more areas) continues as the Lord provides.

I have been amazed at how the Lord directs my life and ministry.
Through the 62 years of service in the Kingdom of Christ, He has changed
my assignments several times. Each time I would think the Lord had
demoted me (always knowing that I am not worthy of His blessing and
grace); yet, each time I find He has promoted me! I am so grateful for my
friends who continue to help me.

On the first Sunday in January I resigned as the pastor of Galilean
Baptist Church. On Sunday, January 25, I preached my final sermon as
Pastor and became Pastor Emeritus. Miss Nellie and I will be traveling as
I continue to preach, publish The Eagle magazine, and serve as the in-
terim General Director of the GPA. I will continue to keep on keeping on,
as long as I have life, going wherever He leads, doing whatever He directs,
standing on His Word, trusting in Him, and looking forward to the days
to come.

One of our new projects is a new web site at wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.tolbertmoor.tolbertmoor.tolbertmoor.tolbertmoor.tolbertmoore.come.come.come.come.com.
I hope this will be a blessing and help to everyone who has internet access.
Our goal is to develop this site as a source for preaching and singing as
well as a resource for preachers and lay people alike.

Once again going out in missionary status, I will be raising support
for travel and publishing expenses. Through the years, youyouyouyouyou and othersothersothersothersothers
have made it possible for me to say, “Yes, I will come,” to whoever calls.
We have continued to send The Eagle to whoever requests that their name
be put on the mailing list without charge. Thank you for standingThank you for standingThank you for standingThank you for standingThank you for standing
with us and helping to make this possible!with us and helping to make this possible!with us and helping to make this possible!with us and helping to make this possible!with us and helping to make this possible!

God bless you.

IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor



The Eagle     3

Continued on page 4

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Preached at Galilean Baptist Church
Lawrenceville, GA, January 25, 2009

I  want to read first my lifelong
message. If I have ever signed
your Bible, I have written John

3:36: “He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

Concerning my stepping down as
the pastor, let me say this morning that
through every change in my life, I thought
I was being demoted when actually the
Lord was promoting me.

My first church was a large church
in Rockdale County. I was only eigh-
teen years old. Then they called me to
Cornish Mountain. I thought, “Boy, go-
ing out there in the boonies among all
those bootleggers is a step down.” But
the Lord gave the greatest revival I had
ever seen at that time.

When He moved me to Shady
Grove at Stone Mountain, I just knew
that was a step down, because they had
not done anything but fight and fuss, lit-
erally, for 50 years, and yet God sent
a revival that lasted for years.

Each time the Lord moved me,
I thought He was demoting me, but He was
promoting me, so I have no doubt He is
moving me up for something else now.

Galilean is our church and is in our
heart. Our love for this church and this
people, individually and corporately, will
not change. A lot of people whom
I pastored many years ago are still pre-
cious to me, as I am to them. Many say,
“You’re still our pastor.”

Well, that is enough on that. I want
to preach. That is why I’m in the pulpit,
isn’t it?

We will begin in John 1, verses 14
and 17, then we will go to Genesis. John
1:14: “And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.” Now verse 17: “For the
law was given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.” My
desire for myself is to be full of grace
and truth.

Quickly turn back to Genesis 6:8:
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of
the LORD.” This is the first time grace
is mentioned in the Bible. The earth had
become full of violence and wickedness.
In Genesis 6:6-7, we read: “And it re-
pented the LORD that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart. And the LORD said, I will

destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man,
and beast, and the creeping thing, and
the fowls of the air; for it repenteth
me that I have made them.”

Not only was Noah, by the grace
of God, instrumental in his own family’s
survival, but the survival of mankind as
well. Eleven times in the Book of Gen-
esis the word grace is seen, seven times
in the Book of Exodus, but not once in
the Book of Leviticus. Why? The Book
of Leviticus is the book of the law, and
the law has no grace. A penalty must
be met.

Let’s look at two other Scriptures
about grace. Genesis 19:19: “Behold
now, thy servant hath found grace in
thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy
mercy, which thou hast shewed unto
me in saving my life; and I cannot
escape to the mountain, lest some evil
take me, and I die.” Lot found grace
with the men (or angels) who came to
deliver him out of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Notice Jacob seeking the grace of
his brother in Genesis 32:5: “And I have
oxen, and asses, flocks, and menser-
vants, and women servants: and
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I have sent to tell my lord, that I may
find grace in thy sight.”

There is grace from God, and then
there is grace extended to a brother or
to each other. Everybody claims grace
from God, but not everybody wants to
give grace to others. Each of us needs
and must have the grace of God for sal-
vation. Ephesians 2:8-10: “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are his work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in
them.”

You know well the story of Jacob
and Esau. They were twins and yet were
very different. Esau was a hairy man,
evidently, a very strong man. He was
a hunter, a man of the field. Jacob was
a plain man, dwelling in tents. You might
say of the home area. Esau was favored
by his father, but not by his mother.

Jacob bought Esau’s birthright.
Esau lied about it and said Jacob took it,
but he did not. He bought it, but Jacob
did steal the blessing.

Think about this. Jacob knew the
value of the birthright. Esau was a pro-
fane person and despised his birthright.
Genesis 25:33-34 says, “And Jacob
said, Swear to me this day; and he
sware unto him: and he sold his birth-
right unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave
Esau bread and pottage of lentiles;
and he did eat and drink, and rose
up, and went his way: thus Esau de-
spised his birthright.”

After Jacob stole the blessing,
Esau swore he would kill him after a time
of mourning for his father, so Jacob’s

mother intervened by talking to Isaac.
Isaac told Jacob to go back to their fam-
ily to get a wife and not to take one from
the daughters in Canaan. So, for the time
being, Jacob escaped the wrath of Esau.

Jacob went to serve Laban and
became wealthy, but Laban’s children
turned against him saying he stole their
inheritance. If you want to have a fam-
ily fight, begin dividing the family heri-
tage. You will find that children, who are
supposed to love each other, don’t re-
ally love each other when it comes to
what belongs to Mom and Pop.

Jacob has to leave and go back
home. He is about to meet his brother
Esau, who is strong. In fact, they both
are strong. Jacob said, “I want to send
some people out there with gifts to gain
my brother’s grace.” He wanted his
grace, above everything.

You see, grace goes along with
mercy. Mercy is being forgiven for
something of which you are guilty and
not having to pay the penalty. Grace is
being given something you don’t deserve.

Jacob not only wanted forgiveness
for his actions; he wanted the gift of life
and freedom.

That is what we get from Jesus
Christ our Saviour. We not only get for-
giveness for our sins, but we get grace.
He gives us gifts that we don’t deserve.

Now, I am not the judge of this—
other people are—but people tell me that
I have a gift. Well, if I have anything, it
is a gift from the Lord, because I am as
dumb as a box of rocks. Whatever I have
is a gift of God. My salvation is certainly
by the mercy of God, because I don’t
deserve it.

This morning I was praying and
thanking the Lord that there is no re-
proach on my life. Do you know why?
It is by His grace. He has forgiven me,
and my sins are under the blood. They
are well confessed, by the way.

I was teasing some people the other
day. During his last month in office, the
President of the United States gives out
a lot of pardons. I said, “In my last
month, I will give you some pardons.”
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. . . The Eagle’ s Claw . . .

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

My Life’ s
Convictions

Part XIX
CHANGES WITHIN THE CHURCH

Continued on page 6

The Bible has a lot to say
about being steadfast and
continuing, and the Bible

has somewhat to say about changes. In
John 8:31, Jesus spoke to the Jews: “Then
said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed. . . .”

In John 15:9, He says: “As the
Father hath loved me, so have I loved
you: continue ye in my love.”

In Acts 13:43, the Bible says:
“Now when the congregation was
broken up, many of the Jews and re-
ligious proselytes followed Paul and
Barnabas: who, speaking to them,
persuaded them to continue in the
grace of God.”

In 2 Timothy 3:14, he made the
statement: “But continue thou in the
things which thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them. . . .”

Acts 2:42 says: “And they con-
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.”

An accusation was made against
Jesus in Acts 6:14: “For we have heard

him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth
shall destroy this place, and shall
change the customs which Moses de-
livered us.” (That really was true! He
did change the customs that Moses de-
livered.)

Hebrews 7:12 says: “For the
priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity a change also of
the law.”

Some things we cannot change.
We cannot change the Word of God.
We cannot change the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot change
the commands that Jesus delivered or
the cautioning of the Apostles on con-
tinuing steadfast.

However, in my lifetime, I have
seen many changes in churches. When
I was a lad, the music was just begin-
ning to change. My Granddaddy, Luther
Grizzle, was a singing professor. He
taught shaped notes, and they called him
to do singing schools around the coun-
try. Back then the churches had old-
fashioned pump organs, and my
granddad would recommend that they
get a piano. He explained that a piano
would help their singing because church

music was changing from psalms and
old hymns, which were sung with an
organ, to convention type music with
more rhythm to it. These were songs
about joy and Heaven. Many people got
upset with my granddaddy. Some pas-
tors said, “We will not have him back.
That old man is trying to change our
church!”

About that time, there was a big
fight all around the country over taking
out the old pump organs and putting in
pianos. Twenty years later, when I was
a pastor, they began to add the organs
back into the church, which caused an-
other uproar.

Later, some churches began hav-
ing stringed instruments (guitars mostly
or maybe a mandolin or violin). My
mother would sometimes play an accor-
dion. There was an uproar about that.

Then some churches began to
form choirs, and they were preached
against by a lot of preachers.

My daughter trains our choir at
Galilean to sing without songbooks, to
just memorize the words like quartets do.
[In fact, she learned that from Mildred



6     The Eagle

TEMPLE

BAPTIST

CHURCH

404 Warner Road
Anderson

South Carolina 29625
(864)226-7248

Dr. G. Larry Pearson, Pastor

Dr. Joe C. Chapman, Pastor

2775 Montague Ave-Ext
Greenwood

South Carolina 29649
(864)229-6553

Christian School—Bible Institute
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Island Ford
Baptist Church

Holding forth the Word of Life (Phil. 2:6)

Conard Hatfield, Pastor

2124 Highway 67
Jonesville, NC 28642
(336)835-4260

How much do you really know about Roman Catholic doctrine?
Are you able to effectively witness to Roman Catholics?

We are a new ministry with a threefold purpose to EVANGELIZE,
EXPOSE, and EDUCATE. As a converted Roman Catholic, I have
experienced the spiritual bondage of Catholicism.

CALVARY M INISTRIES TO CATHOLICS

132 Powder Springs Dr.
Duncan, SC 29334

Phone (864)949-1375
E-mail: thomas6703@bellsouth.net

Robert J. Thomas, Director

Continued from page 5 . . .

    My Life’s
             Convictions

LeCroy, her first choir director, who was
one of the top talents in Gospel music.]

Yet, some say, “I must have the
music in front of me.” It has always
amazed me that some of those who com-
plain have been singing those same songs
for 20 to 25 years and still have to have
songbooks in front of them, so they can
read the music that they have never
memorized. Yet, they expect the
preacher to memorize most Scripture
verses that he uses from the pulpit.

Through the years and even now,
the uproar continues about music and
musical instruments. In recent years,
some churches have begun using com-
puters to put the words to the songs on
a screen or on a wall. I hear complaints
about that.

I remember when preachers be-
gan preaching on the radio. Some
preached against it. I was one of them,
and then later, I was on the radio daily
myself. It was the same with television.

When I was growing up, churches
were mostly clapboard. They were out

in the country with clear windows, no
stained glass windows and no carpeted
floors. One church that I pastored had
carpet just in the pulpit area trying to quiet
down the stomping and preaching!

Changes are going to happen, BUT
THERE ARE CHANGES WHICH
MUST NOT HAPPEN! Changes
must be made without changing the
message, the doctrine, the Word, or
even the Bible. We cannot (must not)
rewrite Scripture. We cannot rewrite
history. We cannot rewrite the Gospel.
We must stay with that message and
doctrine.

Really, I think we should stay with
the King James Version of the Bible.

We don’t have the 1611 edition. We
have the 1611 translation in a 1769 to
1772 edition. That is the Bible I use, al-
ways have, always will. Actually, when
most preachers expound the Scriptures
they pick up a few different words. But,
do not change the Gospel message!

Some people within fundamental
circles say you are not to quote the
Greek or the Hebrew. They insist on
English. They believe in double inspira-
tion: the original autographs were in-
spired, and so was the English translation
(the King James Bible). I cannot accept
that. I believe in the original inspiration
and the English preservation. Of
course, we do not have the exact words,
but we do have the translation.

Change must come. Nothing is
wrong with having central heat and air
in the church. Nothing is wrong with
having padded pews, carpeted floors,
stained glass windows, and brick walls.
Likewise, nothing is wrong with having
old-fashioned, clapboard, wooden build-
ings. There is nothing wrong with hav-
ing instruments that aid and make good
music in the song service. Yet, there is
nothing wrong with singing without the
instruments. I have heard some wonder-
ful a cappella singing (without instru-
ments). I have also heard criticism if
a tuning fork was used to get the pitch
right when they started!

www.excatholic.baptist.org
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You can be extreme or ridiculous
about anything. Actually, it does not take
a whole lot of effort to become an ex-
tremist like the legalists who develop
a creed like the Pharisees did. We have
modern Pharisees who develop a creed
based upon Scripture taken out of con-
text, and their creed becomes their
religion. They are so legalistic that any
violation of their creed is considered
a compromise or a slap in God’s face.

The church will continue to be
on the cutting edge. We will continue
to use methods that do not contradict
Scripture. God help us. My conviction is
that a church should use whatever meth-
ods and whatever opportunities it has to
get out the Gospel. Sometimes, we go
out and knock on doors. Absolutely, we
should do that. Sometimes we just send
mail to those doors with the same mes-
sage. We should do that also. You can-
not change the message, but methods
do change.

Some of the fellows who scream
against changing methods are using
a different method than their forefathers
did. Like I said, it does not take a lot of
effort to be ridiculous!

Just be a Baptist. You can do it.
God bless you.  V

2301 Fairbanks Street
Gary, Indiana 46406

(219)845-8059

Clemon L. Chappell, Jr., Pastor

Dr. Moore can be reached by e-mail at
RevTolbert_Moore@bellsouth.net
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Continued on page 14

The Apostle Paul in writing
to Timothy, his son in the
Gospel, in I Timothy 5:21

says: “I charge thee before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect
angels, that thou observe these things
without preferring one before an-
other, doing nothing by partiality.”

Sixty-two years ago I was called
to my first church. It was a great church
with a great testimony. All who were
acquainted with the church had high re-
spect for it. Therefore, I was excited to
be called (at eighteen years old) to such
a church. But, I was naive. When any-
body came along singing or shouting
“Jesus” I thought, “This is great! This
person is special.” I began to get disap-
pointed, hurt, and deceived by some of
these. I remember praying that the Lord
would give me enough of His Spirit, the
witness, so that I would not be fooled or
embarrassed. I did not know at that time
that I was asking for discernment.
Somehow, God did. I began to have
a witness in my heart to guide me, and
I thank God for that. Through the years,
I have observed some things, and I want
to deal with them.

I’ve observed what sin does to
people. Isaiah 59:1-2 says: “Behold, the
LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear: But your iniqui-
ties have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear.”

I have observed how true that word is.
I have seen (witnessed, observed)
people get involved in sin, who maybe,
up to that point, had been good, sound,
solid people. Although they were Chris-
tians, they seemingly were not convicted
or condemned over it. It always both-
ered me, because when I sin, my heart
smites me. I’ll lose sleep over it until I get
it right, get back to God, and ask for His
help and forgiveness.

I have also observed pastors, evan-
gelists, and missionaries who, as they
began their work, were humble men.
They gave God the praise and glory for
everything. Thank God, some of them
never change. I have known some men
who have started in a small congrega-
tion and then, over a period of time, would
run into the thousands, and they never
change. They remain humble.

Lee Roberson seemed to be as
humble and unassuming when he was
running ten thousand as he was when
he was running less than a thousand.
I observed that. I observed John Rice
become world renowned as a writer and
publisher, and he never changed. I ob-
served my friend, Bobby Roberson, as
his church went from three or four hun-
dred up to thirty-five hundred. He be-
came a nationwide preacher, but he
never changed.

But, then I witnessed some others
who changed when they had success.
Their attitude changed toward those who

Everybody got excited. Then I said, “But
you are going to have to confess your
faults.” I didn’t get one taker, not one.

Jacob offered Esau some of ev-
erything he had such as his cattle and
his sheep. Yet, two things he did not of-
fer to give him: the blessing he stole and
the birthright he bought.

Esau had received a blessing which
said, “When you get strength, you will
break the yoke of your brother from off
your neck.” His blessing is now a real-
ity, and Esau is freed.

I want to point out that you do not
deserve the blessings you get. Some of
you say, “I have worked hard and sacri-
ficed to have what I have.” Who gave
you life itself? Who gave you strength
and the opportunity to work?

Some people in this land who have
worked hard in farming (and some in
carpentry and other vocations) have had
everything they owned wiped out,
though they worked as hard as anyone
else. Every thing you have is a gift, in-
cluding your opportunities. We don’t
deserve the blessings of life.

The Lord has blessed me to handle
a lot of money in my life. A rich man
said this to me one time (I did not under-
stand it then, but I do now), “The money
I have had that I enjoyed the most is the
money I gave away.”

As Jacob said to Esau, I do not
deserve the least of God’s blessing.

Dr. Bill Davis, Pastor

ANTIOCH  BAPTIST  CHURCH

Little Fudge Creek Road
Barboursville, WV

(304)743-3485

Church with an
Active Faith!

Continued from page 4 . . .

Continued on page 16
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Pastor Tommy Kidd has been
at Friendship Baptist
Church in Asheboro, North

Carolina, for 17 years. He, his wife,
Karen, his two daughters, Amy and
Bethany, and his son, Randy, live in the
church pastorium. Friendship Baptist
Church is not a “famous” church, but it
is one of the churches of its size and
order that is the backbone of the Baptist
faith throughout the country—especially
in the Bible Belt. With a membership of
just under 200 people, it has experienced
steady growth through the years.

Tommy is a very good, faithful, lov-
ing, gracious pastor. He has led the
church to support 37 to 38 missionaries
monthly. They pray for and encourage
their missionaries regularly. They preach
the Gospel and stay true to the Bible and
to the “old time way” of worshipping,
singing, and praising the Lord. People

go there and find the Solid Rock (Jesus
Christ) in this beautiful Missionary Bap-
tist Church. The people are gracious in
every way.

I appreciate mega churches. I rec-
ognize the fact that some of the huge
churches, which are in the city and met-
ropolitan areas, are built by hard work
and consistent pushing. Many are fun-
damental and separated from worldli-
ness, sinfulness, compromise, and
liberalism. I appreciate everyone who
takes that stand—whether they are
a church or even a college!

They tell me the average Mission-
ary Baptist Church in America runs
around 100. America has at least 1,100
different kinds of Baptist churches.
I appreciate each one of them for their
efforts and faithfulness to the cause of
Christ.

I commend Brother Tommy Kidd,
his family, and Friendship Baptist Church
as they faithfully and steadfastly carry
out the work of God. They, and others
like them, should not be overlooked.
They should be appreciated for their
faithful stand and great contribution for
the cause of Christ.  V

Spotlighting T ommy Kidd and Friendship Baptist Church. . . . .

DON’T
UNDERESTIMATE

THE VALUE
OF “THE CHURCH”

(WHATEVER THE SIZE!)

2235 Spero Road
Randleman

North Carolina 27317
Tommy Kidd

Pastor

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

(336)672-1927

7TH ANNUAL

Broadening Our Fellowship with People of Like Faith

by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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“As an eagle stirreth up her nest...” Deut. 32:11
America’s Most Unique Missionary Organization

by Dr. Gary S. Moore
Vice President of the GPA

ave you ever wondered
who are these people who
become missionaries?

Don’t you have to be a little strange to
leave your hometown, go halfway around
the world, and preach to people who are
so different from you? Don’t you have
to live in poverty giving up everything
but church and visitation in order to serve
Christ on a foreign field? You may be
thinking I’m rather harsh, especially
since I myself was a missionary for
many years, but the truth is that a lot of
people have such an idea as this about
those who surrender to missions. These
days we must face facts. Missionaries
are harder than ever to find. I would
guess that many reading this article at-
tend a church that does not have one
member serving as a missionary, and sad
to say, some attend a church that does
not even support a missionary.

I have never enjoyed getting lost
in statistics, but let’s take a moment and
survey where we are in the Baptist mis-
sion endeavor today. In 1950 there were

approximately 100,000 Baptist mission-
aries worldwide. Today that number is
29,000, and of that number, only about
5,000 are Independent Baptist families
serving on foreign fields. That means
that since 1950 about 1,000 missionaries
per year have returned home and about
50 take their place each year. What’s
more, 75% of missionaries return home
within the first three years and never go
back to a foreign field, 43% of Indepen-
dent Baptist missionaries never complete
deputation, and less than 1% of students
attending Bible College ever consider
becoming missionaries. *

We should keep in mind that, while
the number of missionaries has been
declining, the population has grown and
so has the number of Baptist churches
in the U.S. In 1950 the U.S. population
was 152 million. Today it is 300 million,
or almost double, and today there are 38
million Baptists in the U.S. So, out of
300 million people and 38 million Bap-
tists we have managed to send a total of
5,000 missionaries to the foreign field.

“But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and
said, Son, go work today in my vineyard.”                  —Matthew 21:28

The percentage is so low I can’t calculate
it, but I think the number of Baptists who
ever make it to the mission field is about
0.00013%. So what if 27% of the world
has never had a Gospel witness and only
33% claim to be Christian of any kind
(most of those being Catholic)? What’s
the big deal if we are not going to the
mission field? It’s not like anyone ever
asked us to go. **

In the parable of the two sons
(Matthew 21:28), the Father asked both
of his sons to work in his vineyard. God
seems to be saying that everyone should
be involved in the Kingdom. Of course,
that does not mean that everyone is to
go to a foreign field, but shouldn’t some-
one go? In all four Gospels, Jesus gives
the Great Commission, and in Matthew
28:19 we are told to “teach all nations.”
In Mark 16:15, we are told to “Go ye
therefore into all the world,” and again
in Luke, Jesus commanded us to preach
in “all nations.” I don’t know if it has
dawned on you, but the USA is not the
whole world nor is it the only nation.
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Before we get too far down the
road, let us admit that we know God is
still calling missionaries today. If that is
true, where are they?

In the parable of the two sons
(mentioned above), only one of them
actually went to work in the vineyard.
That means half of the sons did not go
to work. I believe that not only are many
saying no to the Father when He calls,
but many are being called and never hear
the call because the sound of the world
is ringing in their ears. Our young people
are so distracted by the world that they
never hear God speaking to them. Is
there any hope? Can we turn things
around? I believe we can, or should
I say, I know that God can if we will
allow Him to work among us. I believe
at least three things are required to be-
gin moving us in the right direction.

Praying the Lord of the
Harvest, Matthew 9:38

I think it’s time for every Pastor
and every born again church member to
start praying for missionaries to be called
from among the people in our churches.

Each pastor should ask God to call some-
one in his congregation to missions, and
foreign missions at that. If we desire that
God would call missionaries and pray
with anticipation and a broken heart for
a lost and dying world, surely God will
honor His Word and call men to mis-
sions. After all, Jesus commanded us to
go and then commanded us to pray for
the command to be fulfilled, so if we get
serious with God, no doubt He will send
powerful conviction on those whom He
would use in the service of missions.
When was the last time you prayed for
God to call someone to missions? Be
honest now, it’s been a long time!

Finding the Will of the
Father , Mark 14:36
Most people pray that God will call

someone into missions never even think-
ing that God would call them. Remem-
ber, less than 1% of Bible College
students ever consider missions. I know
that it is a calling and not a career choice,
but really, less than 1%, we must be kid-
ding. We make missions out to be a joke.
That’s why so many people consider

missionaries to be strange. The average
Christian does not even know what mis-
sionaries do, and most think they all live
in straw huts in Africa. How can you
ask God to send missionaries if your
name is not on the list? It’s time to con-
sider ourselves in light of missions, start-
ing with pastors, Sunday school teachers,
and deacons putting their names on the
list and saying, “God, I’ve never before
considered it, but are You calling me?”
Remember, as a Christian, it’s not our
will that matters, it is God’s will.

The Compassion Factor ,
Matthew 9:36

When Jesus saw the multitudes,
He was then moved with compassion.
It’s high time we get out of our comfort
zone and see what the real world is like.
I never cease to be amazed at how the
rest of the world lives. I would to God
that every Christian young person would
spend at least a month on a foreign mis-
sion field before they even considered
what they would do with their life. We
should see the lost and dying, look upon
the plight of those in poverty of life and
eternity, and consider those who have
not heard the Gospel before we decide
that we are not going to be the ones to
bring it to them. It’s time to open our
hearts to missions by opening our eyes
to the world around us and its great need
of Christ.

I’m not saying that we should go
back to the fifties, but, rather, with our
eyes on the future and our minds in the
present, we should ask ourselves this
most important question, “Now that
I know God is asking me to work in His
Kingdom, where would He have me
work? Where is my place?” Only when
we listen can we hear God say, “Son,
go work today in My vineyard!”  V

*Statistics provided by Reaching Be-
yond Borders, Greenville, MO.
** Statistics provided by U.S. Center
for World Mission, Pasadena, CA.

Our Thanks to Dr . Rex McPherson
When Dr. Rex McPherson asked me to consider taking over as editor of The

Gospel Preacher Association Missionary Journal, I was overjoyed and yet, a little
intimidated by the great work I must follow. Dr. McPherson has been the editor of
the Missionary Journal from its inception. His wisdom and insight concerning the
work of missions in our changing world have been helpful to all of us who have read
the Journal through the years. He has stirred us with great sermons and articles on
missions, as well as putting before us some of the best reading material from mis-
sionaries in order to keep us informed, not only about GPA Missions, but about the
state of missions in our nation and the world as a whole. His leadership has been
invaluable to the Journal and to the work of the GPA. To Dr. Rex McPherson:
Thank you for the many years of solid leadership and the wonderful job as editor of
our Missionary Journal.

As I take over this task, please pray for me that I might be able to bring to our
readers something worthwhile and timely in each issue. It is my desire to be a help
to all who read and to stir us up for the cause of world missions today. May God
grant us His guidance in the days ahead.

Awaiting His Return!
Dr. Gary S. Moore
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GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
“Home of the GPA”

1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA
Dr. Rex McPherson, Host Pastor

For more information, call (770)995-7045

June 8-11, 2009

Reservations for lodging can

be made through the GPA office.

Please call for room information.

The noon meal will be

provided at the church.

Monday PM - Thursday PM
Ladies’ Session at 9:30 AM

Men’s Devotion & Prayer 9:30 AM

Morning Services—10:30 AM
Evening Services—7:00 PM

Evangelism & Missions:
Into All the World?
Plan to attend the 14th annual

GOSPEL PREACHER ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL CAMP MEETING

Each year we give you the opportunity to sponsor a missionary for the meeting. For $150.00 each
(double occupancy) or $300.00 per couple you can sponsor a missionary. If you would like to sponsor
a missionary (or missionary family), send all donations to: The GPA, PO Box 465177, Lawrenceville, GA
30042-5177. Your help in the past has truly been a great blessing.

Chup aderos, Mexico
June 18-27, 2009

Three Pronged Project
  Ministry

  Medical
  Construction

Comayagua, Honduras
July 16-25, 2009

&
m

m
m

To join us on one of these trips, contact Dr. Gary Moore at Mobilization Ministries, PO Box 520, Oxford, PA 19363
or e-mail: pastorgsm@verizon.net—More info is available on our website: www.gpamm.com

Vacation Bible
Schools

Orphanage Work



The Gospel Preacher Association—Missionary Journal     13

The Church
Revelation 3:14-22

by Dr. Dennis Petty, GPA Director of Missions
& Evangelism

Today’s Church faces changes in our world with such
startling rapidity that it is enough to make anyone’s
head swim. These changes are not only in the so-called
“secular” world but in the world of religion as well.
This is a time which may well pose the most serious
challenges to the Christian Church since its inception.

The Church we see today is truly the Church of Laodicea described in Revelation 3:14-22.
This is an accurate description of our spiritual condition. The Church has become so
stagnant, so much a part of the status quo, that we have lost our fire. We have produced a faith where obedience to
God has become dispensable. We are content to act out a religion of externals, a lifestyle disconnected from the life
born of the Holy Spirit in our human spirit.

God’s people must get sick of this disgusting indifference and cry, “Lord, end this lukewarmness and set us on fire.” The
authentic fire of Christ’s love and sacrificial passion is not mine to create, but mine to receive. I cannot work it up. I can
only surrender to it.

Churches have become “bless me” clubs, a “convenience store” where people can hear sugarcoated messages that offend
no one but meet every imaginable mental and physical need, where the preacher is a hired gun, a spiritual entertainer.

May I say that the Church exists only to fulfill God’s will. What is His will? He is “. . . not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

I. CHRIST’S PLAN FOR THE CHURCH
“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world” (John 17:18).

The word “Church” refers to a people, not a place. We are a
SPECIAL PEOPLE—“holy,” people set apart for God’s
service (1 Peter 2:9, 10). We are people with a SPECIAL
PURPOSE. The Church; in Christ’s plan, was not in-
tended to be a fortress but a launching pad from which
Christians who are equipped for ministry are sent into the
world to be salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16).

II. CHRIST’S PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
“That they may be one” (John 17:11, 21, 22).

Christian unity is based upon common sharing of a common life, expressed in a pattern of behavior motivated and mas-
tered by a new, common love. Paul said, “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(Eph. 4:3). There is responsibility here. The old timers used to say, “The God that’s in me won’t fight the God that’s
in you.” Our Lord is praying for oneness for a specific purpose: “That the world may believe” (John 17:21).

III. CHRIST’S PROMISE FOR THE CHURCH
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).

Jesus pictured the Church as an army on the march, as a redemptive fellowship on the move actively penetrating the
world with the Gospel of Christ. Against this kind of Church, He said, “the gates of hell (the power of death, the
unseen world) shall not prevail against it.” Christ promised that all the corrosion of the years, the ineffectuality of
Church members, the actual disloyalty of those who call themselves Christians, would not be able to stop the redemp-
tive force which He set loose in the world.

Again and again, the Church has survived the shock of hostility from without, and worse, of betrayal from within. Nev-
ertheless, the Church has survived because God Himself has kept it alive. Built on a solid foundation, under the direc-
tion of Christ Himself, the Church endures with the vision of ultimate triumph.  V

Gospel Preacher
Camp Meeting—2009

Aug 10-13, 2009
PORTAGE , I NDIANA

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
6659 US Hwy 6, Portage, IN
Don Good, Host Pastor
For more information, call (219)763-3960

Another
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Continued on page 19

We are available for revivals, youth revivals, camp meetings, Gospel concerts, sound
equipment seminars, small church choir development, VBS, with our focus on small
churches and mission pastors here in the USA and overseas. It is our purpose to help
build the local church through missions and biblical evangelism. Whether you are
a missionary or struggling pastor, God has built this ministry with you in mind.

Check out our website: www.BillySampsonMinistries.com

Billy Sampson, Missionary Evangelist
with The Gospel Preacher Association

Contact Billy by mail at PO Box 2129, Hammond, IN 46323
phone (219)805-8826 or e-mail at sampsonmusic@juno.com

BillyBillyBillyBillyBillyJaneJaneJaneJaneJane

EmilyEmilyEmilyEmilyEmilyAshleyAshleyAshleyAshleyAshleySarahSarahSarahSarahSarah

* *

Even today, I do not deserve your ap-
plause. I do not deserve the life that
I have been granted. Nellie and I have
had a great life. We started with a 1935
Ford (not yet paid off) and enough money
to buy a sofa, a chair, and a stove. In
a few years we had five acres of land
and a three-room house—paid off. It
was not easy. I had an operation on my
back and could not work part of the time,
and I got behind on everything. Thank
God, back then we had a grocery store
that would sell groceries on credit. But,
we have had a great journey.

The only real concern we have had
with our family is watching our children
raise our grandchildren! I will say that
we have wonderful children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren. We love
every one of them. I don’t even know if
we could name all of them now. We
thank God for life, opportunities, and His
grace and love.

Jacob was grateful to have the
blessing and the birthright. Do you know
what the birthright did for him? That
birthright put him in a position where his
family and his life would become world-
famous and God-protected. When he
wrestled with the Lord all night, his life
was changed. He became a prince.
Twelve tribes became one of the great-
est nations on the face of the earth and
produced the greatest king that has ever
walked on this earth. (We have a King
coming Who will be greater, but David
was the greatest earthly king.)

Things going on right now in the
land of Israel are by the promise of Al-
mighty God, and all those promises are
not fulfilled yet.

I want to close by saying that it is
by God’s mercy that we can stand today

with a life without reproach, with a life
that draws applause, not only mine, but
yours as well. That is the mercy of God.
If it was not for the mercy of God, we
would all be in Hell or on our way there.

We are born and reared in the
greatest nation on the face of the earth.
Nothing like it has ever been, other than
Israel itself, and that was a small por-
tion. The promises are not over for
America. We are facing some dark
days, and I think it may get darker be-
fore the light shines through again. Do
you know who is the cause of it? Ameri-
cans are the cause of our trouble. Don’t
blame the Germans or the Japanese.
Don’t blame the Muslims. We are at
fault. We go to the polls and elect people
who take away liberties, thereby taking
away the foundation of our country. No
nation falls because of the population.
They all fall because of the government.

Psalm 9:17: “The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations
that forget God.” The nations that for-
get God will soon be no more. But by
the mercy and grace of God, He will
bless those who live and walk in faith.

We may suffer. Some people be-
moan the attacks on Christians. (Al-
though they don’t call us Christians.
They call us Evangelicals. Do you know
who Evangelicals are? They are Chris-
tians.) They attack us in many ways.
Somebody said, “Oh, why us?” What do
you expect? Do you remember what
Christ said to Ananias about the Apostle
Paul in Acts 9:16? “For I will shew him
how great things he must suffer for
my name’s sake.” If you ever amount
to anything for God, you are going to get
attacked and criticized, not for your
faults, but for being a Christian and

Chuck Herrell, Pastor

625 East Lee Highway
Chilhowie, VA 24319

(276)646-3011

CHILHOWIE BAPTIST CHURCH
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. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

Charles Jessup, a “faith
healer,” from Georgia had
come to our town. He pitched

his big tent at the edge of Bowling
Green, KY, on a farmer’s field and
stayed for weeks. He created quite a stir
with his audacious claims and a stack of
“no longer needed” crutches of the
“healed” to back them up.

Even at our dignified First Baptist
Church, folks were talking about this
miracle-worker—or scoundrel—which-
ever he was. Finally, out of curiosity,
a couple of my friends and I went to see
for ourselves. What he said raised many
questions in our minds, so we began to
search our Bibles and also to read
a stack of The Sword of the Lord which
were Christian periodicals given to one
of my friends by her father, a retired
Baptist preacher. Another friend shared
her collection of M.R. DeHaan book-
lets provided by her retired Methodist
preacher-grandfather.

Months later, word came that
Jessup had been caught in a most com-
promising situation in Ohio and had
ended up in jail. So much for him! But
as for me, the questions his preaching
had raised led me to the Scriptures.
Alone in my living room, with M.R.
DeHaan as my teacher and Isaiah 53
as his text, I saw for the first time Jesus
Christ hanging on the cross for
me…paying my sin debt, His arms

outstretched to receive me and to be my
forever Savior! My spiritual eyes were
opened, and my heart was overwhelmed
with gratitude and love. I have never lost
the glow of that awakening and, by the
grace of God, I trust I never will!

A hunger to know God better and
to understand His Word was born within
my soul that day. I wanted more than
anything to please and serve my
newfound Lord. I now recognized that
I also needed Bible knowledge and spiri-
tual understanding. How I wished that it
all came in a neat package ready for
immediate use. Little did I understand
the cost of learning to walk with God,
nor of the lifelong spiritual journey that
lay ahead of me. It would be wonderful
beyond my expectations, yet punctuated
by trials and hard lessons, sometimes so
painful that to remember them still brings
tears. But I have been learning to know
my wonderful Lord step by step, day by
day, and year by year. I have realized,
too, that even though men like J. Charles
Jessup may be counterfeit disciples and
unscrupulous cheats, God can take the
worst that the powers of darkness may
bring into our lives and cause it to re-
dound to His glory.

The psalmist said in Psalm 25,
verses 4-5, “Shew me thy ways, O
LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead me
in thy truth, and teach me: for thou
art the God of my salvation; on thee

do I wait all the day.” Some spiritual
lessons the Lord has taught me stand
out in my memory as mountain peaks.
I would like to share one of these expe-
riences with you.

Lunch was over, Debbie and
Dianna had walked the short distance
back to their elementary school and my
son Jimmy was down for his nap. As
I washed and put away the dishes, I men-
tally checked the cupboard. There was
no more flour or cornmeal for bread; the
potatoes were all gone as were the cans
of food. The refrigerator was also
bare…no milk or eggs, no fruit or veg-
etables were left. I had watched the
food dwindle from the shelves, and now
there was nothing for another meal.
There had been financially difficult days
before, since my husband had severed
his ties to secular work and “by faith”
entered into a full-time pastoral minis-
try. But this was the first time we had
faced a full-blown crisis. I kept expect-
ing God to do something, as He had for
those Christians I had read about who
were helped when the need was critical
and there was no known human assis-
tance. But Heaven was silent. Upper-
most in my mind as I felt a growing
desperation was the question, “What will
I feed the children for supper?”

Then, the phone rang and I had to
restrain the excitement in my voice when
I heard my Daddy’s voice. My immedi-
ate thought was that this might be the
answer to my prayers. Daddy lived two
hours away and only came to see us
occasionally. However, when he did
come, he often brought something from
his restaurant. It might be a box of ba-
con, a roll of sausage, or a barbequed
ham. But to be honest with myself,
I knew he had never come laden with
a lot of food and certainly not enough to
meet our present needs.

Then, the hope that came with his
call was suddenly dashed. He said he

Continued on page 18

by Betty Phillips
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Dr. Terry McMillian , Pastor 9261 Asheville Highway
Spartanburg

South Carolina 29316
(864)578-3070

HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Dennis Petty

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS & EVANGELISM
for The Gospel Preacher Association
Available for Revivals, Camp Meetings,

Bible Conferences, Mission Conferences,
Prospective Missionary Counseling

Office: 1(800)962-1641—Home: (706)779-7970
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were their close friends and with whom
they enjoyed sweet fellowship when they
were running two or three hundred.
However, when their church grew into
the thousands, they became so arrogant
and looked down on the friends whom
they had once seemingly cherished.

I have seen evangelists go from
tents or arbors to the huge auditoriums,
and then I’ve witnessed them fall. I went
to hear one man who had a great title.
He was tremendous. I called him later
and asked him to come preach in my
church. He said to me, “Now, Brother,
how large is your auditorium?”

I said, “Well, at this point our audi-
torium will seat eight hundred.”

He said, “Oh, I could not come to
an auditorium that small. The auditorium
would need to seat fifteen hundred or
two thousand for me to come.”

I don’t know why, but I said, “OK,
Brother, I might catch you on the way
down.” But he came down so fast,
I couldn’t catch him. He hit bottom.

What I am saying is, I observed
arrogance and pride. God hates pride and
haughtiness. “. . . God resisteth the proud
and giveth grace to the humble,” I Peter
5:5. I have seen that demonstrated in life.

I have witnessed singers fall into
the same trap. My church and I were
associated with some of the greatest
names in Gospel music. I could name
some who became world-famous and
didn’t change. Then I have seen others
turn to every kind of activity, even sin,
and then fall, totally losing it.

Sin is a reproach to any people.
They do not have to be sins of the flesh.
Sins of the spirit are more egregious to
God. Sins of the flesh are abhorrent not
only to God, but to everybody else, but

sins of the spirit are not even recognized
by many well-meaning Christians.

Sometimes, I am sorry the Lord
has given me discernment. I was very
closely associated with one of the lead-
ing evangelists nationwide. He would
mention somebody sometimes, and
I would say, “He is not real.”

He would say, “Why, he is one of
the leaders.”

I would say, “I cannot help it. He
is not real.” Then, I would hate myself
for saying such a thing, but then it would
prove to be true.

You see, there is a spiritual world,
and there is a material world. The spiri-
tual world is not discerned by the carnal
man or the flesh. By my carnal mind,
I cannot tell the difference, but if the Holy
Spirit moves in my heart giving me
a witness, I can tell the difference.

I have observed so many pastors,
bless their hearts, earnest, honest men
who have no discernment. They will put
a man in their pulpit, and it is like putting
a snake in the cradle with your baby.
I am sorry, but it is like that. I have wit-
nessed it. All of this may be going on
behind the scenes for years, and they
will not pick up on it. They have no sus-
picion, no check. This hurts the church.

One other observation I want to
include is this: The church of today has
lost power. I am talking about the

average, old-fashioned, Appalachian,
Bible Belt Baptist churches have lost
power. Oh, some of them have huge
buildings and great budgets. They sup-
port a lot of missionaries and have a lot
of projects at home that care for the
poor, etc., but when you walk in and sit
down, you might as well be at a concert
somewhere. There might be a little ex-
citement, but no Holy Spirit energy or
power. If you have any witness, any dis-
cernment, you can tell it. I am not jeal-
ous of them. I am grieved for them,
because I love them. People do not have
to be just like me in style or even phi-
losophy. If they are children of God,
I love them as God’s people, as my broth-
ers and sisters. If they are lost, I love
them as God loves sinners and as He
taught us to love them.

My observation is that we need
revival—genuine, Holy Ghost revival.
This type of revival has the same attrac-
tion and power whether we meet in
a frame church with a rough wooden
floor or in the finest buildings we have.
God is not turned on or off by buildings,
but by the hearts of people. He is not
looking to the world to come to Him for
revival. He is looking for His people.

These are just some observations
from an old preacher who has traveled
a long way and loves everybody, but
grieves over many.  V

Continued from page 8 . . .
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. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

by Dr. John Reynolds
Pastor of Volusia County Baptist

Church, Orange City, FL

VOLUSIA COUNTY
BAPTIST CHURCH

261 S Orange Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763

(386)774-0181

Dr. John Reynolds, Pastor

Southland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible InstituteSouthland Bible Institute
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his family.
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few years ago a family
in our church brought a
nephew and his wife to

church with them. The next week, my
wife and I went to their home to thank
them for visiting the church.

They welcomed us, and we en-
joyed talking together. Soon the conver-
sation turned to the matter of salvation.
The wife said she had been saved and
gave some of her testimony of trusting
Christ. The husband said he was not
saved.

I went through a rather long and
thorough presentation of the Gospel and
then gave him an invitation. (I just feel
that after you preach the Gospel you
ought to give an invitation.) He had lis-
tened very carefully, and I expected him
to say, “Yes, I’ll take Jesus as my Sav-
iour.” Instead he said, “No, I won’t do
that.” He said that he had enjoyed the
church and was happy to have us visit,
but he did not believe the Bible and did
not really think there was a God.

We discussed and, perhaps, ex-
changed ideas, and I continued to quote
the Scripture. We had a friendly end to
the visit, and I prayed before we left.

About six months ago, his uncle
told me his nephew had moved and gave
me the new address. One evening,
I stopped by to greet the folks and con-
gratulate them on their new home. They
had company from out of town, so
I stayed very briefly.

A few weeks later, about the early
part of November 2008, I received an
e-mail from this fellow. He began with
the statement: “I am writing to tell you
of my journey.” My heart beat quickly
as I read how God led someone to give
him a book. He said, “The book led me
to the Bible, and the Bible led me to faith
in Jesus Christ.”

I wrote back rejoicing with him,
and I went to visit him. What a thrill!

The Sunday before Christmas he
came forward to confess his faith in
Christ and follow the Lord in believer’s
baptism. As he came into the water, I told
the people to watch closely and remem-
ber this event for it is not often you get
to see a former atheist baptized.

I could share with you many as-
pects of God’s working to bring about
this man’s salvation, but the nephew
really summed it up with the statement
I have used as the title of this article:
“All the world is different.” I told him,
“Really, all the world is not different. It
is just that you are different!”  V

A
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Later, when he drove up in his pink
Cadillac, I was ready. Daddy was a man
of few words with us children, and he
didn’t bother explaining his “joke.”
Whisking me away to our town’s only
supermarket, he grabbed a shopping cart,
and we began going up and down the
aisles together. “Get whatever you
want,” he said. I could hardly believe it.
I would choose a can of corn; he would
grab three or four more, and so it went
until the cart was full to overflowing.
I was overwhelmed. We took it all home
in plenty of time for the children’s
supper with the words “Oh, God, what
will I fix the children to eat?” still echo-
ing in my heart. Then Daddy left, no ex-
planation. Only God knows what
prompted him.

The next morning, after the girls
went to school and Jimmy went to play,
I cleared the breakfast table and sat
down for my time in the Word. That day
I had come to Psalm 37. When I got to
verse 25, it was as if my whole being
was shaken and the Lord himself was
looking over my shoulder. “I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread.” The day before
in the bathtub my eyes had been filled
with tears of despair and my heart full
of accusation toward God. Now, tears
of shame and remorse flowed. I had
doubted Him Who is infinitely kind and
loving. I had charged the altogether
lovely One with being untrustworthy.
I had failed to believe His Word!

But ours is a God of tender loving
kindness, and gracious is His long-suf-
fering and forgiveness. He was teach-
ing me what it means to trust Him when
it seems darkest. As the poet said, “Be-
hind a frowning providence, hides the
smiling face of God. He will never leave
us or forsake us. Others may fail us.
Jesus never does!”  V
[Note: Betty Phillips is the wife of the great
Welsh Evangelist, Dr. John Phillips.]

hadn’t been feeling well and probably
wouldn’t come to see us for another two
to three weeks. When he said good-bye,
my heart sank; it seemed as if all hope
vanished. I felt betrayed by all the prom-
ises in God’s Word; I was a spiritual
mess! Like the psalmist, I wanted to
escape, to “. . . take the wings of the
morning. . . .” and fly away. My re-
course was to fill the bathtub and soak
myself with tears. God had let us
down…I couldn’t depend on His
promises…He didn’t always take care

of His own. I could no longer depend on
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.” We
were without hope! I sat there in the tub
for a long time.

Then simultaneously, the phone
rang and the front door opened. My hus-
band was home from work early, so he
answered the call. “It’s your dad,” he
said. “He wants you to get dressed be-
cause he’s coming to take you to the
grocery.”

I was stunned because I had spo-
ken with him only an hour earlier. He
had said he wasn’t coming for weeks
and, besides, he had never taken me to
the grocery in my life! I was thoroughly
confused, but quickly got dressed.
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serving the Lord. The severity of those
attacks is determined by how much you
live for the Lord.

When the ministry at Shiloh Hills
Baptist Church began to boom, it was
like we were using a seine. We were
catching all kinds, everything from big
mouth catfish to little minnows. Did we
ever get attacked by the Christian es-
tablishment! Not just the worldly crowd,
but the Christian crowd attacked us, but
we survived. Thank God.

Rex and Jessica are products of
that ministry along with hundreds of oth-
ers. Some are serving around the world.
I recently had an e-mail from one who
is serving in Costa Rica as a missionary,
and he was a most unlikely young fel-
low to be a missionary.

As I go on my journey, I will be
preaching God’s grace and mercy. I will
be preaching Christ. I will be preaching
that not only do you desire the grace of
God, but those around you desire and
deserve your grace.

One day I was counseling with
a couple, and she said, “Well, if he had
not gone deer hunting, grown a beard,
chewed tobacco, and come home with
liquor on his breath, I could have for-
given him.”

I said, “Sweetheart, you would not
have to forgive him if he had not done
all of that.”

You forgive people for what they
do. If they are guilty of something, you
have an opportunity to forgive them. It
shows love.

My message has been that Jesus
is full of grace and truth, and I want to
be full of grace and truth. I am not full.
I have a little, and I want that to grow.
Thank God.  V

Continued from page 14 . . .
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