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When I Step Down As Pastor, What Then?

After 25 years I plan to step down as pastor of Galilean Baptist
Church on February 1, 2009. I will be 80 years old on February 3, 2009.

I do not plan to actually leave Galilean. My wife, Nellie, and I are
members of Galilean. Many of our best friends are also members, so they
are “church family.” I may become Pastor Emeritus. I do not plan to retire
or resign as President of the GPA, Editor of The Eagle magazine, or Mod-
erator of the Appalachian Baptist Fellowship. I do plan to serve the Lord
with all my heart, preach His Word wherever He leads, and serve as
General Director of the GPA until we can find a replacement for Dr. Rex
McPherson who will be the Director of Operations at the Home Office as
he assumes the pastorate of Galilean.

I have already booked some meetings for 2009. I look forward to the
Appalachian Baptist Fellowship at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Kingsport,
Tennessee, where Dr. Cecil Sturgill is Pastor. (The dates are September 14-
17, 2009.)

I have always tried to be an obedient servant for my blessed Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ; so, wherever He leads and opens doors, and with
whatever support He provides, I plan to still fight the fight of faith. My
burden to serve never ends–sometimes it shifts.

I ask for your prayers and support as the Lord leads.
God bless you.

IN HIS GRIP,

Tolbert Moore
Editor
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Preached at Galilean Baptist Church
Lawrenceville, GA, August 24, 2008

What Must
I Do to Be
Saved?

I  want to read verses 32 through 41 of chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter is preaching at Pentecost and says, “This Jesus hath God raised
up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand

of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not
ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying,
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. (Meaning this generation that
has no direction.) Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”

The greatest answer ever given
was how you could be

saved. You are saved because you are
lost. Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.” John 3:18, “. . . he that
believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of
God.” If you are not saved, you are lost
and condemned. However, it can be rem-
edied. It can be changed.

The Bible says in Matt 7:19, “Ev-
ery tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.”  John 3:16, “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” That means those who
don’t believe are perishing, withering
away, being hewn down.

I want you to notice how this
works. The Bible says in Acts 2:37,
“Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart. . . .”  Jesus had
promised that when the Holy Ghost came
He would reprove the world. That
means convict them or prick their hearts.
The timing of our main text that we read
is on the day of Pentecost, when the
Holy Spirit had filled the house, they had
spoken with tongues, and the Holy Ghost
had done marvelous things.

So, it is important to ask that ques-
tion which they asked (What shall we
do?), and it is important to act on the
answer. Repent and be baptized.

By the way, I want to read what
the Philippian jailer said in Acts 16:25-
31, “And at midnight Paul and Silas

The greatest, most important
question you could ever ask is,

Lord, what shall we do? In Acts 16:30,
the Philippian jailer said to Paul & Silas,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
In Acts 9:6, Paul, when confronted by
the Lord Himself on the road to Dam-
ascus said, “Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?”

That is the most important ques-
tion you could ever ask, and you should
ask it of Christ.
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What Must
I Do to Be

Saved?
Continued from page 3 . . .

prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard them. And
suddenly there was a great earth-
quake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken: and immediately
all the doors were opened, and every
one’s bands were loosed. And the
keeper of the prison awaking out of
his sleep, and seeing the prison doors
open, he drew out his sword, and
would have killed himself, supposing
that the prisoners had been fled. But
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying,
Do thyself no harm: for we are all
here. Then he called for a light, and
sprang in, and came trembling, and
fell down before Paul and Silas, And
brought them out, and said, Sirs, what
must I do to be saved? And they said,
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”

I want you to clearly understand
exactly what happened. The Philippian
jailer said, “What must I do to be saved?”

Now, some teach that you don’t
have to do anything. In fact, you can’t
do anything, and if you try to do any-
thing, God resents it. But, the Bible says
more than once that you ought to do
something, You ought to believe in Him.
Now, that is doing something. Amen.

I will assure you that to change
your mind about almost anything, even
while you are sitting here right now,
takes an effort.

A national election is going on right
now, and they are making a big attempt
to get a lot of people to change their
minds. It is painful to change your mind,
especially to change your mind about to
whom you are going to commit your life.

A lot of people make choices
lightly. They lightly choose whom they

are going to marry. They say, “I just like
him,” or “I like her.” She’s pretty, they’re
sexy, they’re this or they’re that. I’ll just
marry them though I don’t know any-
thing about them. In the beginning, they
could eat them alive, and down the road
six months later, they wish to the Lord
they had. When a girl has fallen in love
with some lout, and you try to get her to
change her mind, I’m telling you, it takes
dynamite. You can’t get them to change
their mind, especially after they have
made a commitment, because they don’t
want to admit that they made a bad
choice.

Deciding whom we are going to
turn our life over to is a powerful, pow-
erful choice. In order to be saved, to have
your sins forgiven, and to have your life
changed, you must change your mind,
and trust and believe in Jesus Christ.

I want to point out some things. I’ll
start with the ones at Pentecost. They
were pricked in their hearts and said,
“What must we do?” The Apostle Pe-
ter said in Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized

every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.”

Well, what happened? They did
believe in the Lord. They did repent,
change their religion, and place their faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. They did re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and speak with
tongues. (I’ll not go into all of that, but
these people were Jews who had been
dispersed into other nations. The Bible
had prophesied that they would speak
with a language different from their
mother language, and they began to
speak with other tongues. Their lives
were changed.) Then, the Bible says,
they went everywhere preaching the
Word. What about that?

What did the jailer do after he
asked the question, “What must I do to
be saved?” Let us look in Acts 16:30-
33, “And brought them out, and said,
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And
they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
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by Dr. Tolbert Moore
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The Bible says
in the writings
of the Apostle

Paul to the Ephesians in
chapter 4:11: “And he gave
some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers.”
Now the word pastor there means
a shepherd, pastor. The Greek word is
poimen meaning shepherd, pastor.

The Bible tells us that God gave
pastors. In the book of Jeremiah 3:15,
“And I will give you pastors accord-
ing to mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding.”
In Jeremiah 12:10, “Many pastors have
destroyed my vineyard, they have
trodden my portion under foot, they
have made my pleasant portion
a desolate wilderness.” Now Jesus said
in John 10:11, “I am the good shep-
herd: the good shepherd giveth his
life for the sheep.” Jesus is the Good
Shepherd.

The great psalmist in the 23rd

Psalm, the shepherd-pastor Psalm, said,
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall
not want. He maketh me to lie down

in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the
still waters. He restoreth
my soul: he leadeth me in
the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake.
Yea,  though I  walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

He is speaking of the work of the
pastor when he says, “He leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.” The pastor must love his
sheep enough to give his life for them.

Christ gave His life on the cross.
A pastor must give his life carrying the
cross. The pastor is not actually the Good
Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, or the
Great Shepherd. He’s the under shep-
herd in the Christian faith.

I am convinced of some things, and
I want to talk about them. Ephesians says
he’s the pastor and teacher. Dr. Winfrey
pointed out that he’s a pastor-teacher.
Paul also writes that he’s like a bishop.
He’s the overseer of the flock.

The under shepherd must love the
Great Shepherd. He must love Jesus

Christ, Who is the Shepherd of us all.
Pastors are under shepherds to shep-
herd the sheep as Christ shepherds the
sheep and as He teaches to shepherd
the sheep.

He’s there to care for the sheep.
The Psalmist says, “He leadeth me in
the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake,” but it also said, “He
maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures.” We are to feed the sheep, and
we are to feed them on the Word. Many
of them, in fact, most of them must be
fed with the milk of the Word, because
meat is for them who by exercising
themselves are of full age (strength)
according to Hebrews 5:14.

The shepherd is to protect the
sheep. Christ said in John 10:13, “The
hireling fleeth, because he is an hire-
ling, and careth not for the sheep.”
The shepherd will stand between the
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    My Life’s
             Convictions

wolf and the sheep. He is to protect them
by using truth, as well as love and grace.
A pastor who is a legalist will have little
grace, if any. A true pastor must have
grace like our great Chief Shepherd,
Jesus Christ. He saves us by grace and
that grace is that He died Himself to pay
our sin debt, so that we could be free
and enjoy grace not having to pay the
penalty for our sins, failures, and weak-
nesses. He paid for them on the cross.

So, pastors are to feed the sheep
with the Word of God teaching them the
truth, and pastors are to protect them.

Some of the sheep will rebel, but
the shepherd must work with them.
If a sheep goes astray, he must look
for him. I am amazed at how many pas-
tors, with whom I come in contact, who
never deal with the sheep on a one on
one basis. Several of them have told me,
“We have hundreds of people on our
church roll, members of our church, but
we don’t know where they are.”

Well, the shepherd is supposed to
go find them and bring them back. Part

of his work of grace and love is going
after the wandering sheep.

He is to comfort the sheep when
they have pain or problems, and he is to
give aid especially when the sheep are
bearing sheep, bringing forth lambs.

In the land of Israel and in the land
of Wales (especially in the land of Wales
where there are more sheep than
people), the shepherd must be present,
if at all possible, when the lambs are born.
I learned that when I was in Wales.
A man explained to me that the reason
one of the men could simply call his
sheep and they would come follow him
was because he was there when that
sheep was lambed, when it was born.

The first voice the sheep heard was the
voice of the shepherd. Jesus said in John
10:4, “. . . and the sheep follow him:
for they know his voice.” I will assure
you that sheep, children of God, those
who are born again, will know the voice
of their pastor. He must have the voice
of love, grace, and truth. Truth, some-
times, does not sound like grace, but truth
must come forth before we can grasp
or understand or ask for grace.

So, the pastor must feed the sheep.
He must protect the sheep. He must
care for the sheep. He must be patient
with the sheep. He must go after the
sheep.

One of the best pastors whom
I ever knew was Brother Johnson, a pas-
tor in Rossville, Georgia. We asked him
in a preachers’ meeting one day, “What
does it take to be a good pastor?”

“Well,” he said, “you must love
them all. Some are hard to love, but the
ones who are the hardest to love need it
the most.”

When trouble arises, a good pas-
tor will not flee or back away. Some-
times he is put in a terrible position with
opposing forces within his congregation.
Some are vying for power wanting to
be the voice, the boss, while others don’t
want them to be the boss. They, them-
selves, may not want to be boss, but they
do not want the other fellow to be boss.
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Some deacons don’t understand
the office of a deacon. The office of
a deacon is a helper. The shepherd is
the shepherd of the deacon. The pastor
is the pastor of the deacon, just as he is
of the others.

Sheep come in all sizes such as
rams, lambs, ewes, and growing sheep.

Sometimes goats get among them,
and the shepherd must know how to
separate them. He really doesn’t have
to beat up the goat. The shepherd, in his
own mind and heart, must know the
difference between his sheep and
a goat.

It is not easy to be a shepherd.
There must be a calling. He must
love and care for the whole flock, not
for just a few. He must keep in mind
what is best for the flock, what is best
for the church, as he leads.

He must not be a pretender, and
he must not be one who loves
money. I learned this early in my minis-
try, and I thank God that I have no greed
over money. I like to have money, be-
cause it provides avenues for ministry.
You must have money to operate. I pub-
lish a magazine. I have to pray in that
support. It comes in as the Lord orders
and desires. I must have that support,
or I can’t pay the bills. The church has
to pay their bills, and there must be
teaching and leadership so people will
give and support the church. (That’s
another sermon and another life convic-
tion.) The pastor must lead and teach
on giving, but he must not step over the
line making that the main thing.

The main thing is getting out the
Gospel and ministering to the children
of God, so they can be a part of the team
to reach other people for Christ. He must
teach and love in that respect. He must
not start loving the money first, wanting
the money first, because then the minis-
try itself will suffer. It always does.

I trust this will be a challenge and
a blessing to you.  V

A non profit helps ministry
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thy house. And they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that
were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was bap-
tized, he and all his, straightway.” He
then told his whole household, and his
family was changed, and all of them
were baptized. What a testimony! It
must have been a big deal, because it is
in the Bible. If it is in the Bible, it IS
a big deal. It’s important.

What about Paul? What did he do
after he asked the Lord, “What wilt thou
have me to do?” Acts 9:20, “And
straightway he preached Christ in the
synagogues, that he is the Son of
God.” When Paul repented and was
saved, the Bible said he straightway, that
means immediately, began to preach the
very same Christ he previously had  set
out to destroy. That’s what happens
when you get saved.

A lot of people say they got saved,
but nothing really happens, nothing
changes. Now, I can’t judge, but it is
not scriptural for somebody to unite with
the church and be baptized and there be
no difference, no change, in them.

I used to preach that at Shiloh Hills
Baptist Church, and a young fellow who
was leading a youth camp came to me
one day and said, “I need to talk to you.
I cannot pay tithes to a church that
preaches there has to be a real change
or you are not saved.”

I said, “You can pay your tithes to
whomever you want, Sir. That’s your
choice, but we are going to preach that
when you are born again, you are a new
creature in Jesus Christ.”

He said, “I trusted Christ when
I was eight years old. My dad told me,
‘It’s time you trusted Christ, was bap-
tized, and joined the church,’ and I did,
and I wasn’t a bit changed.”

I said, “I can see why you don’t
believe in a change.”

He quit coming to church, because
I preached it stronger after that. Sev-
eral years later I heard that he went to
the Wilds and got saved. I would like to
have called him, if I could have found
him. I would have said, “I want to know
if you are different now?” Amen. I want
to tell you here and now, brother or sis-
ter or whoever you are, there will be
a change in you. Your attitude will
change. Your priorities will change. Your
life will change. If there is no change, if
you are just like you were, you are still
LOST.

There was an old preacher named
Josh Atha. Josh couldn’t read when he
got saved. He said, “I was going down
the road with a bottle of liquor under one
arm and a fiddle under the other arm
looking for somewhere to sin when the
Lord changed me.” Many times, I heard
him say, “You could be baptized until you
knew every bullfrog and tadpole in the
creek and die and go to Hell if you are
not born again.”

That is the truth. It’s harsh and
strong, but it is the truth, and it is a good
warning.

They were pricked in their heart
when they heard the Word of God. That

is the first step. Acts 2:37, “Now when
they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Peter and
to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” When
their heart was pricked, they cried out.

A lot of folks now, even in funda-
mental Baptist circles, don’t teach or
preach conviction. One dear friend told
me, “The word conviction is not in the
Bible but one time. Those fellows were
convicted in their heart after that woman
had been taken in adultery and Christ
had said, ‘He that is without sin cast the
first stone.’ They walked away each one
being convicted in his heart.”

I said, “You missed part of the
Bible. The word reproof also means to
convict.”

John 16:8 says, “And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment. . . .” When the Holy Spirit pricks
your heart, convicts you, you will cry out,
“What must I do?”

That began happening to me be-
fore I was ten years old when we started
going to church regularly. I’d come
home, at least once a month, and say to
my mom, “How will I know I am saved?
How can I be saved?”

She would say, “All I can tell you
is what I did. Ask the Lord to save you.”

I’d ask the Lord to save me, but it
would just get worse and worse. On the
first Sunday in May of 1941, it got bad
enough that I cried out!

We visited Cornelius and Pearly
Stowe yesterday. I remember when
Pearly was under conviction at Cornish
Mountain during the revival. They both
worked at Porterdale. The day services
lasted until 1:30 PM or 2:00 PM. Since
they had to be at Porterdale by 2:00 PM
for the second shift at the cotton mill,
they would have to leave early. One day
when they left, she went to her mother-
in-law’s house instead of getting ready

Continued on page 14

What Must
I Do to Be

Saved?
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Traveling to new places (the
planning, anticipation, the
thought process) has al-

ways been exciting. If we approached
the work of God like we approach an
exciting trip, the walk with God would
be such a thrill every day.

Many people say they need to get
back to where they used to be with God.
Maybe not, since that place has led to
where they are now. A better alterna-
tive is to go to a place with God they’ve
never been.

Abraham went to a PLACE he
had never been. Many go to Bethel (the
house of God) when the need is to go to
El-Bethel (the God of the house of God).

God said to Abraham, “Leave here
and go to a place you’ve never been.”
Genesis 12:4 says, “So Abram departed,

as the Lord had spoken unto him. . . .”
God brought him out (vs. 5), to bring him
in (vss. 6-8), to bring him on (vs. 9).

Where would you like to be this
year with God? Is the excitement still
there? Is the vision still there? I am ap-
proaching sixty years now. When in my
twenties, I was in a meeting with a group
of preachers. One said to me, “Son,
when you get my age, all that excite-
ment and energy will be gone.” Well,
the energy may not be what it was, but
the excitement is still there. Abraham
was well blessed in years, but he de-
parted to a place he had never been. Oh,
that God would so energize us in these
days.

In 2009, may we go to a place of
prayer, a place of burden, and a place of
vision.

Moses became a PERSON he’d
never been. In Exodus 3:10, God chal-
lenges Moses to do the great task of
bringing the children of Israel out of
Egypt. Moses gave numerous excuses
for not being able to do the task. God
was asking him to be a PERSON he had
never been. Moses posed questions.
Who am I? What about my speech prob-
lem? What do I tell them?

A great lesson is taught here of
stepping up to the plate, taking on a role
we’ve never tackled, and being a per-
son we’ve never been.

In Hebrews 11, Moses chose to
suffer affliction with the people of God
rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season. God assured Moses of His
ability to meet Moses’ every need (one
by one) to make him the PERSON he
must be.

This year could be the first year of
the rest of our life when we become
a person we’ve never been.

I want to possess the gift of God
to have compassion, to have wisdom,
and to lead God’s people. To do this and
much more, it will take becoming like
Moses and being a person we’ve never
been.

Joshua became a PATRIARCH
(a leading father and family man) he had
never been. In Joshua 24:13, God gave
land where they labored not, gave cities

GOING TO A PLACE

WE’VE NEVER BEEN

by Dr. G. Larry Pearson
Pastor of Temple Baptist Church

Anderson, SC

Continued on page 19
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The Love of God
The Way of Salvation

I  want to combine these two
great texts today and speak to
you on the intimately connected

subjects of the love of God and the way
of salvation.

Years ago, I was in Greenfield,
Ohio, preaching a missions conference
for Bible Baptist Church. As I was pre-
paring to go visiting the next day with
one of the men of the church, I began to
pray, “Lord, give me something to say
to people that will open the door for me
to witness without putting them off.”

Soul winners were taught at that
time to confront people very directly with
the question, “If you were to die today,
do you know for sure that you would go
to Heaven?” Now, there is nothing
wrong with that. It’s a very straightfor-
ward question that quickly causes one
to respond with an immediate answer
of “Yes,” or “I’m not sure,” or just
a simple “No.” Most people would say
yes, whether they were or not, for few
people want to admit that they are not
going to Heaven when they die.

I could legitimately ask you today,
and, if I did, most of you would say,
“Yes.” Some of you might say, “No, I’m
not 100% sure.” Still others may say,
“No, Preacher, I’m not saved, and
I would not go to Heaven if I died to-
day.” It is God’s desire and our desire,
too, as a church that you be sure. It is
our job to help you to know Christ as
your Savior, so you can have peace in
your heart concerning this matter of your
salvation. Please let us help you with that.

I wanted something different to say,
and the Lord gave me this approach.
“May I share with you the love of God
and the way of salvation?” It worked
well that day, and we led 3 or 4 people
to the Lord. I was surprised at how God
used it, but I shouldn’t have been. I thought,
“Lord, that is a wonderful way to ap-
proach someone to whom you want to
witness.” May I share with you the love
of God and the way of salvation? This is
the backdrop for the sermon today, and
with that introduction, I want to expand
on these two concepts.

THE LOVE OF GOD
Now the Word of God declares

openly in John 3:16 that “God so loved
the world.” As we study the Word of
God, we learn the reason why. It’s be-
cause “God is love.” Love is one of His
attributes, part of His nature, but that
does not explain why He loves us. Why
does He love us, as sinful and rebellious
as we are? First, He loves us because
we are created in His image and in His
likeness. We are His creation. Secondly,
He loves us because He has chosen to
love us.

How can we describe His love
when it is really indescribable? It’s like
tasting ice cream. I could tell you that
it’s smooth, creamy, cold, and full of fla-
vor, but you will never get the full im-
pact until you taste it for yourself. Once
you taste it, chances are you’re going to
like it. It’s the same way with the love
of God. You have to experience it to
truly know what it is. Let me try to de-
scribe it to you with just five adjectives.

John 3:16, John 14:1-6

by Dr. Rex McPherson
General Director for the GPA
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A Pure Love
The word for love is “agape.” The

word implies a love that loves without
merit. It is even a love that loves when
we deserve not to be loved, when we
deserve to be hated. God’s only motive
for loving us, His only agenda, so to
speak, is to draw us to Himself, so that
we might be saved from death and Hell.
It’s the purest of all loves.

A Proven Love
Our text says that “God so loved

the world, that He gave.” He gave Him-
self. What more could God do to show
a world of lost and sinful men that, in
spite of their sins, He still loves them?
Rom. 5:8, “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” These verses
only tell us the story of why He died.
They do not even begin to tell us the
story of how He died. The physical pain,
the extreme agony, the shame, the suf-
fering, and reproach, all of that was on
our behalf because He loves us. The
worst suffering was that He, the pure
and holy Son of God, while hanging there
on the cross, was made to be sin for you
and me. There He tasted death for ev-
ery man. It is a proven love.

A Powerful Love
Once this love enters a person’s

heart, it has the power to transform and
change a life. It can lift a man out of the
depths of despair. It can move a moun-
tain of bitterness and hate. It can remove
years of pent up anger and take away
one’s greatest fears. It is a powerful
love. Once it floods a man’s heart,
I know of nothing else that can so quickly
transform his whole outlook on life.

A Personal Love
Yes, the text says that “God so

loved the world,” but He also loves us
individually and personally. Eph. 5:2,

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us.” I Jn. 4:10, “Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins.” I Jn. 4:19, “We love him,
because he first loved us.” Rev.
1:5, “. . . Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own
blood.” A few verses in the Bible say
that God loves the world, but even more
say that He loves us.

A Persevering Love
It just won’t quit. Romans 8:35-39

says, “Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or na-
kedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, For thy sake we are killed all
the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us. For I am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

When you are sharing the love of
God with someone, you are sharing
something that’s personal, proven, and
powerful enough to change lives. It’s
pure and persevering. If I could share
anything with you, let it be that God loves
you with this kind of love.

THE WAY OF SALVATION

A Plain Way
It’s a plain way. John 14 makes it

clear that there is only one way to be
saved. Jesus said, “I am THE way,” not
“I am A way.” In case you haven’t been
watching the news, let me alert you to
the fact that Christianity is under attack.
It’s under attack from the homosexuals,
from atheist groups, and even from some
who call themselves Christians. This

narrow way that we proclaim is unpal-
atable to them. It’s under attack because
many out there are trying to proclaim a
way other than the way that is by Jesus
Christ and the cross. It is important that
we who know the truth do not surren-
der one inch of ground concerning this
truth. If there is any other way to
Heaven, then Jesus died in vain. Why
would God allow Him to suffer such
agony and distress of soul if there was
any other way to pay for the sins of the
world? We have to be dogmatic on this
point, because Jesus was dogmatic on
this point.

Why do people want to find or in-
vent some other way? They do it be-
cause the way of the cross goes against
their egos. How pompous it is for some-
one to say, “God, I will not accept Your
way, but You will have to accept my
way if You want me in Your Heaven.”

Only those who have not been con-
verted will insist that there is more than
one way. If you have been born again,
you’ll know that there is no need for
another way. You’ll say, “If He can save
me, He can save anybody.”

One of the great things about the
way of salvation is that it is a plain way.
Even a little child can hear the Word of
God, feel conviction and sorrow for their
sin, believe in His love, and be saved.

The Bible makes it clear that the
way of salvation is by faith. By faith,
we repent of our sins and believe that
Jesus died in our place on the cross. By
faith, we receive His forgiveness; and
by faith, the Holy Spirit comes to live in
our spirit.

The Bible makes it clear that sal-
vation is not of works, but completely
by God’s grace. Eph. 2:8-9, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast.” When rejecting God’s way, one
must reject the Bible.

Continued on page 12
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A Provided Way
Col. 1:13-14, “Who hath delivered

us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son: In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness
of sins.” None but God could have pro-
vided such a sublime way for sins to be
forgiven and souls to be made fit for
Heaven.

A Proven Way
Millions upon millions have died in

peace and with full assurance of
Heaven. Jesus Himself is there now and
assures us that He will come again and
personally take us there. Jesus said, “I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.”

Paul tells us about a man who went
there and came back again. 2 Cor. 12:2-
4, “I knew a man in Christ above four-
teen years ago, (whether in the body,
I cannot tell; or whether out of the body,
I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one
caught up to the third heaven. And
I knew such a man, (whether in the body,
or out of the body, I cannot tell: God
knoweth;) How that he was caught up
into paradise, and heard unspeakable
words, which it is not lawful for a man
to utter.”

Conclusion
Oh, it will be wonderful there. Are

you on your way to Heaven? I have
shared with you the love of God and the
way of salvation. It is a pure love,
a proven love, a powerful love, a per-
sonal love, and a persevering love.

Reader, let this love that God has
for you be the source of your strength
and the light of your life. If you are not
saved, why not call upon Him today, and
simply ask Him to forgive your sins and
save your soul?  V

Church Planter
Don & Judy Jackson, Iowa

Lighthouse Baptist Church of Anamosa, Iowa, is a reality. We met for the first
time in the living room of our home with 13 in attendance and the same number the
following two Sundays. My wife Judy played the piano even though it had only been
10 days since her leg was removed. We are already facing opposition from several
sources. Not all the telephone calls were to encourage us! Although I could not
imagine more difficult circumstances in which to begin a new church, both personal
and spiritual, the grace of God has been real to us.

Church Restorer
Chet & Annette Cooper, Georgia

Many lives have been changed over the past several months of ministry in Fort
Valley, GA. We have seen several professions of faith and baptisms. Two others
will be baptized in the near future. In September, we moved into our new building.
God brought us a young couple to work with our young people. Since half of those
who attend Victory are under the age of 18, this was an important addition. We also
began an AWANA ministry.

National Missionary
Alex & Cessie Araya, Costa Rica

From May to September approximately 35 souls have been saved in youth
meetings, Vacation Bible School, a Youth Retreat, and other church services. We
also held a Youth Rally at our mission in Canalete, close to Nicaragua, and 140
young people attended. We had 35 couples in our Married Couples Retreat. Since
Costa Rica is about to approve same-sex marriages, this was our topic for the
retreat. God opened the eyes of many brethren to this danger.

To give you a glimpse of my schedule, I am now preparing to teach a Youth
Meeting at a church on Saturday at 4 PM. Then I go to our church for our Youth
Meeting. I will preach at another church on Sunday morning, then leave at 11:15
AM to return to our regular services, which are both held on Sunday afternoon. We
continue to look for a place to start another church when the Lord so directs. We
are excited about this prospect.

Deputation
Randy & Brenda Bush, Montana

One plants, one waters, but God gives the increase. He gave the increase of
ten new young souls in August while we were in White Sulphur Springs, Montana,
helping with a Vacation Bible School. Thank God for helping us take this much
needed survey trip. By God’s grace, we traveled 4,800 miles in our vehicle which
has more than 200,000 miles on it and had no problems. We now understand why
God placed this town on our hearts. Please pray that we can soon begin full-time
deputation.

A ll Inclusive Vision of the GPA
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A Gracious Promise of Guidance
Psalm 32:8

by Dr. Dennis Petty, GPA Director of Missions & Evangelism

A guide is a leader on the way, someone to lead the way, to manage and direct the journey
from grace to glory.

This guidance is for those “whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered” (vs. 1).

The life of a true believer is so blessed to be guided by God. How gracious of our God to
never lose sight of His children. “Thou God seest me.”

How greatly needed by us is this promised guidance. Our prayer must be that of William
Williams the hymn writer, “Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” Notice first:

I. THE PATH WE ARE TO TAKE, (vs. 8)
A. IT IS A PATH DESIGNED BY GOD

The blueprint is His (Eph. 2:10). The path is prepared by God and is the perfect plan for our life. It is a new road for
the now redeemed. He Who hath redeemed us has designed our path for us.

B. IT IS A PATH DISCLOSED BY GOD
“I . . . thee.” It is a personal disclosure by God. He reveals His will to you a step at a time (Ps. 37:23).

II. THE PLANS WE ARE TO FOLLOW
Our Guide has given us a Guidebook which is inspired and is for instruction (2 Tim. 3:16). He instructs us concerning

“the way.” We must obey His instructions. It involves:
A. HEARING HIS WORD, “I will instruct thee” concerning every matter of life. John 10:3 states “the sheep hear his

voice: and he . . . leadeth them out.” We must say with Samuel, “Speak; for thy servant heareth” (1 Sam. 3:10).
B. HEEDING HIS WORD, “I will teach thee.” A hearing ear and a heeding will are needed. This listening manifests

itself in loyalty. Sheep always heed when they hear. Mary “sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word” (Lk. 10:39).
“Heard” indicates her spiritual attitude toward the Great Teacher Who said “Learn of Me.” Now notice:

III. THE PERILS WE ARE TO AVOID, (vs. 9)
The two things mentioned in verse 9 are perils which face every child of God. These are dangers denounced, that you

do at your loss, or at the peril of your Father’s displeasure.
A. DANGERS THAT DISFIGURE BEHAVIOR

1. The Horse—IMPULSIVE, out of control, someone driven by impulse. This describes Peter before Pentecost.

2. The Mule—INFLEXIBLE, stubborn, unreasonable. The cause of such attitudes is a lack of understanding. When
believers are destitute of the knowledge of God, it leads to a loss of godly behavior.

It is important to observe that our verse tells us God has a way of dealing with such behavior.
B. DISCIPLINE FOR DISFIGURED BEHAVIOR, “bit and bridle.”

This is equipment for uncontrolled creatures. God uses means to bring His child to the behavior desired, (Heb. 12:6-13).

As we come to the end of this Psalm, we notice that the journey has many benefits.

IV. THE PROVISIONS WE ARE TO ENJOY, (vss. 10-11)
A. WE ARE SURROUNDED BY MERCY, (vs. 10)

How wonderful to be compassed about with the pity and love of God. We are transgressors and prone to err, so
mercy is a necessity. The text assures us that, if we trust in the Lord, mercy shall be ours.

Our enemies may beset us on every side, but mercy shall surround us. God’s goodness assures us of absolute safety
on the journey of life from grace to glory.

B. WE ARE SHOUTERS OF JOY, (vs. 11)
Without we are surrounded by mercy; within we are singing for joy. This rejoicing is for the righteous and upright. It

has been provided by the Spirit of God, (Gal. 5:22).

Since we belong to the Lord, He guides us, guards us, and gladdens us for and in the journey.  V
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for work. She fell down at the foot of
the bed. (A man named Love Stowe was
right outside. Back then we didn’t have
air conditioning, so the window was up.
He was working in their garden while
they were at church. He heard her as
she prayed.) She said, “Lord, I’ve come
to You a lot of times and asked You to
save me, but I am staying right here to-
day until You give me peace.” In a few
minutes, she got peace.

We were still at the church. Some-
body had just testified when she burst
through the front door of the church and
said, “I want you to know I’m saved,
praise God!”

Nellie and I visited them for an
hour or so yesterday in Jersey, Georgia.
She is just as bright today as she was
back then. If you really get it, then it’s
got you. I don’t have to hold on to Him.
He’ll hold on to me. He said in Hebrews
13:5, “. . . I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee.” Praise God.

But what do I do? Do I have to
do something to be saved?

You do not have to be baptized to
be saved, though you ought to be bap-
tized after you are saved.

You do not have to pay a price to
be saved.

Somebody said, “I have to give up
all the world.”

No, you have to repent of trusting
in the world, the things of the world,
yourself, and whatever religion you have,
and trust in Jesus Christ. Call on Him.
Amen.

That is, if you are convinced. Too
many people join the church who were
never convinced that they were lost.

The old preacher was preaching
one morning, and the Lord began to

move. People began lining up coming
down to the front for him to pray with
them to be saved. He would ask them
this question, “Why are you coming?”

They would say, “I want to be
saved.”

He would say, “Do you realize you
are a sinner?”

They would say, “Yes, Sir.”
He would say, “Do you realize you

are a hellbound sinner?”
They would say, “Yes, Sir.”
Then, he would say, “Kneel right

here, and we will pray with you.”
Well, one lady came forward, and

he said, “Why are you coming?”
She said, “I want to join the church

and be baptized.”
He said, “Do you realize you are

a sinner?”
She said, “No, I’m not a sinner.

I come from a good family.”

He said, “You are not ready yet.
Go back to your seat.”

She went back and sat down. Two
or three more came. In a few moments,
she came back. She said, “Preacher,
I told my family, and they are here to
see me join the church and be baptized.”

He said, “Bow your head and say,
Lord, I’m a sinner.”

She said, “I can’t say that. That is
disrespectful to my family.”

He said, “Have a seat. You are
still not ready.”

Three or four more had already
been saved, as the story goes, and they
sang a song. As they sang, she came
back with tears running down her cheeks
and said, “Preacher, I need to be saved.
I’m probably the worst sinner here.”

He said, “Praise God! She’s ready
to be saved now.”

What Must
I Do to Be

Saved?
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. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

by Corrie Ten Boom
1892-1983

I t was in a church in Munich
where I was speaking in 1947
that I saw him—a balding

heavyset man in a gray overcoat,
a brown felt hat clutched between his
hands. One moment I saw the overcoat
and the brown hat, the next, a blue uni-
form and a visored cap with its skull and
crossbones.

Memories of the concentration
camp came back with a rush: the huge
room with its harsh overhead lights, the
pathetic pile of dresses and shoes in the
center of the floor, the shame of walk-
ing naked past this man. I could see my
sister’s frail form ahead of me, ribs sharp
beneath the parchment of skin.

Betsie and I had been arrested for
concealing Jews in our home during the
Nazi occupation of Holland. This man
had been a guard at Ravensbruck con-
centration camp where we were sent.

Now he was in front of me, hand
thrust out: “A fine message, fraulein!
How good it is to know that, as you say,
all our sins are at the bottom of the sea!”

It was the first time since my re-
lease that I had been face to face with
one of my captors, and my blood seemed
to freeze.

“You mentioned Ravensbruck in
your talk,” he was saying. “I was a guard
there. But since that time,” he went on,
“I have become a Christian. I know that
God has forgiven me for the cruel things

I did there, but I would like to hear it
from your lips as well. Fraulein—” again
the hand came out—“will you forgive
me?”

And I stood there—and could not.
Betsie had died in that place. Could he
erase her slow terrible death simply for
the asking?

It could not have been many sec-
onds that he stood there, hand held out,
but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled
with the most difficult thing I had ever
had to do.

For I had to do it, I knew that. The
message that God forgives has a prior
condition: that we forgive those who
have injured us. “If you do not forgive
men their trespasses,” Jesus says, “nei-
ther will your Father in Heaven forgive
your trespasses.”

Still I stood there with the coldness
clutching my heart. But forgiveness is
an act of the will, and the will can func-
tion regardless of the temperature of the
heart. “Jesus, help me!” I prayed silently.
“I can lift my hand. I can do that much.
You supply the feeling.”

And so woodenly, mechanically,
I thrust my hand into the one stretched
out to me. And as I did, an incredible
thing took place. The current started in
my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang
into our joined hands. And then this heal-
ing warmth seemed to flood my whole
being, bringing tears to my eyes.

“I forgive you, brother!” I cried.
“With all my heart!”

For a long moment we grasped
each other’s hands, the former guard and
former prisoner. I had never known
God’s love so intensely as I did then.

With Corrie’s willingness came
God’s power to forgive her former cap-
tor.

When you and I are willing to see
our need for God’s forgiveness, He is
willing and able to forgive our sins. The
Bible says that “all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God”  and
that “the wages of sin is death” (Ro-
mans 3:23; 6:23). But it goes on to ex-
plain that “God commendeth
(demonstrates) his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Romans 5:8).

You, too, can know the same for-
giveness and salvation that transformed
Corrie and the former Nazi guard: “That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved”
(Romans 10:9).  V

In whom we have
redemption through his blood,

the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace

Ephesians 1:7
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When you begin to get serious and
say, “I’m a sinner, and I’m hellbound,”
then you are getting ready to ask the
question, and you’ll get the right answer.

What must I do? What must
I accomplish? What must I perform?

When the Lord spoke to Paul, Paul
called Him “Lord.” Acts 9:5-6, “And he
said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks. And he trembling
and astonished said, Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?. . .”

Remember, the Apostle Paul was
a leading Pharisee, top drawer of the
Pharisee’s religion. Paul probably
thought the Lord would want him to of-
fer a lamb or perform something to sat-
isfy the law. Look in Acts 9:6, “. . . And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go
into the city, and it shall be told thee
what thou must do.”

Acts 9:10-32 continues the narra-
tive, “And there was a certain disciple
at Damascus, named Ananias; and to
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias.
And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.
And the Lord said unto him, Arise,
and go into the street which is called
Straight, and inquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen
in a vision a man named Ananias com-
ing in, and putting his hand on him,
that he might receive his sight. Then
Ananias answered, Lord, I have
heard by many of this man, how much
evil he hath done to thy saints at
Jerusalem: And here he hath author-
ity from the chief priests to bind all
that call on thy name. But the Lord
said unto him, Go thy way: for he is

a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel: For I will
shew him how great things he must
suffer for my name’s sake. And
Ananias went his way, and entered
into the house; and putting his hands
on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord,
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee
in the way as thou camest, hath sent
me, that thou mightest receive thy
sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost.”

On Paul’s way there, the Lord was
telling Ananias what was going on.
Ananias wasn’t so sure the Lord knew
who this man Saul of Tarsus was, but
the Lord assured him it was alright.
Paul’s praying now. When the Lord con-
victs you, you’ll begin to pray.

Some fellows, just out of seminary,
have said to me, “You don’t have to pray
to be saved.”

Well, you have to call on the Lord.
I call that praying. The Bible says in Acts
2:21, “And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of

the Lord shall be saved.” To me, that
is praying.

When the Lord said to Ananias,
“He’s praying,” that changed the whole
picture. If he is praying, I can deal with
him. If he is calling on the Lord, I can
help him. Ananias came in where Paul
was and prayed with him, laid his hands
on him, scales fell from his eyes, and his
eyes were opened.

The Lord doesn’t save you and
leave you blind. He opens your eyes,
your spiritual eyes. Paul was filled with
the Holy Ghost and straightway began
to preach. I imagine that Paul would
have said later, “Had I not heard from
Jesus, I’d still be a Pharisee, lost, and on
my way to Hell.”

This group of people who were in
Jerusalem on Pentecost cried out, “What
must we do?” What do you think would
have happened to them if they had not
heard the message of Jesus Christ?

Paul writes in Romans 10:14,
“How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and

What Must
I Do to Be

Saved?
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M y wife and I were out
visiting and had planned
to visit a particular

couple. I had forgotten the first name
but knew the last name and thought
I knew where they lived. I looked in the
phone book, found the name, got the
exact address, and called to make an
appointment.

When we got to the house and
turned into the driveway, I said to Becky,
“I have been here before.” We went to
the door, rang the door bell, and the man
invited us in. After brief conversation,
I asked if they were the folks to whom
I had spoken the previous Sunday. They
told me they had been at another church
last Sunday.

I apologized and explained that we
were looking for another family with the
same last name. They said they were so
happy we had come because they had
been asking the Lord to show them the
church He would have them settle in.
They had visited our church, and I had
been to visit with them before, but this
seemed to be the Lord answering their
prayer. We had a great time together
and had prayer.

Becky and I then set out to see
the other family for whom we had been
looking. After some phone calls, we got
their address and made the other visit.

Since they had visited our church the pre-
vious Sunday, they had some questions
for us.

Their grandson had been at church
with them, and he was spending the night
with them the night we visited. After
asking about the grandparents’ salvation
and having them assure us they had
trusted the Lord, I asked the grandson if
he had ever accepted Jesus as his Sav-
iour. He told me he had never done that.
I asked if I could take the Bible and show
him how to be saved. He answered,
“Would you please?” My heart was
moved with his polite manner and his
spiritual desire.

You can finish the story from here.
Very soon all five of us were kneeling
around the coffee table, and Rusty was
trusting Jesus as his own Saviour. Two
Sundays later, many from his family
were there in church to see him bap-
tized.

By the way, the family we had
gone to see by “mistake” was there
also.  V

Not as Planned,
but

Not a Mistake

Dr. Moore can be reached by e-mail at
RevTolbert_Moore@bellsouth.net

2301 Fairbanks Street
Gary, Indiana 46406

(219)845-8059

Clemon L. Chappell, Jr., Pastor
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Continued from page 16 . . .
how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?” You
are not going to call on somebody whom
you do not know. You can’t believe if
you have not heard, and you can’t hear
without a preacher. Romans 10:17 says,
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”

So, what must I do to be saved?
I must trust Jesus Christ.
What do I do to stay saved?
Nothing, because when He saves

you, it is a done deal. It’s a complete

performance. He doesn’t halfway save
anybody.

One of my dear friends had
a daughter who was already a member
of the church. Her dad had baptized her.
They were at a meeting where my
brother, Preston, was preaching, and
I saw her weeping. I thought she was
crying for her brother. I went over to
her and said, “I am praying with you for
your brother.”

She said, “Oh, Tolbert, it is not my
brother. It’s me. I am not saved.”

I said, “What?”
She said, “I am not saved. What

do I do?”
I said, “If you will ask the Lord,

He’ll save you.”
She came to the altar and got on

her knees. Her dad came down front

and knelt beside her and said, “What’s
the matter?”

She said, “Oh, Daddy, I’m not
saved.”

He said, “Oh, you’re saved. Don’t
let anyone get you confused.”

She said, “Daddy, I was just sort
of saved. I want to really get saved like
Tolbert.” Amen.

Her dad confused her into think-
ing that since she had been baptized she
was alright. But later on, in her room,
she settled the question of her salvation
with the Lord. Then she told her dad,
“Dad, I love you, but you were wrong.
I was not saved, but I’m saved now, and
I know I am.”

When you are saved, you know it.
Some people say you must remember
the date or the location. I’m not talking
about that. I’m saying that you will re-
member a time when you met Him. You
won’t get over that. Now, you may wan-
der away. The Bible says you can wan-
der away, but He’ll remind you, because
He doesn’t leave you.

We sometimes say, “I don’t want
to get ahead of the Lord.” Don’t worry
about that. You may get ahead of your-
self in making some commitment or
something, but you won’t get ahead of
the Lord. He is way ahead of you.

I want to close by saying that if
you think you can get saved without
Christ, without the Holy Spirit, somebody
has greatly confused you. If you think
you can get saved just by changing your
mind about church and being baptized
with no work of the Holy Spirit and no
work of grace in your heart, somebody’s
messed you up. If you think you can be
saved by doing good works, you are
mixed up.

There are just two kinds of reli-
gion in the world. One kind says you are
saved by grace. That’s our kind. The
other kind says you save yourself by
works. That’s the wrong kind, but people
of many religions believe that.

What Must
I Do to Be

Saved?
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You ask the question, “What
must I do to be saved?” That is the
most important question you will ever
ask.

Three times in the Gospel of John
chapter 3 it says you must. John 3:7
says, “Marvel  not that I said unto thee,
Ye must be born again.”  You are born
again when you receive Jesus Christ as
your Saviour by faith.  V

they built not, and vineyards where they
planted not. He says in verse 14, “Now
therefore fear the LORD, and serve
him in sincerity and in truth: and put
away the gods which your fathers
served on the other side of the flood,
and in Egypt; and serve ye the
LORD.”

Joshua speaks up saying, “. . .
choose you this day whom ye will
serve; . . . but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

This could be the year to be a fam-
ily we have never been. In a day of tech-
nology and entertainment, maybe we
could go to a higher level than ever be-
fore.

Instead of just dedicating our chil-
dren at birth, we could dedicate them
daily at the altar of prayer teaching them
to fear and serve the Lord.

Maybe Joshua realized it was more
important what his children were, than
what they have. Maybe he realized he
would face the Lord with decisions about
his family.

He made a decision that took him
to a PLACE he had never been. “As
for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.”  V

Continued from page 9 . . .
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