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by Dr. Tolbert Moore
- Preached 4-29-01
ealing with the past is serious. It is also dangerous  Galilean Baptist Church,

unless you have Gal'answerHaving a guilty or Lawrenceville, GA

hurtful past that leaves a wound is a spiritual prob-
lem. It is not an emotional problem or a psychological problemtfgn aimost anything. Guilt, doubt, and

: : : . 1+ fearare three things driving most people
Is not a problem with your memory or your willpow&s | said, it who do terrible things. After awhile, they

is a spiritual problem. The only person who can deal adequat&ly, .« ashamed of the life they are liv-
with spiritual problems is Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. ing, and in order to get past their guilt,
| have a number of things | want By way of exegesis, let me men- they must be forgiven. To understand
to say. | don’t know if | will have time tion that he did not say, “I have forgot- forgiveness one must understand that
to say them all, but | want to be sensi-ten.” He said, “l am forgetting. | am daily only God has the authority and the power
tive to the Holy Spirit. forgetting the things of the past.” Paulto forgive sin, and God is not a liar.
Philippians 3:10-14 are classic was actually a murderer. He was a per- When you ask God to forgive, if
verses of Scripture penned by the greasecutor, a blasphemer, and he causegbu are sincere and do it with a humble
Apostle Paul, and they will give us someother people to blaspheme. He washeart, He forgives, no doubt about it. If
insight:“That | may know him, and the a veryhorrible, terrible man until he met you don’t have it settled, either you didn’t
power of his resurrection, and the Jesus Christ on the road to Damascusask Him in the right way, or He didn’t
fellowship of his sufferings, being and he was changed completely. He waslo what He said He would do. Now,
made conformable unto his death; If changed, not by his past religion or byl havea real conviction that He always
by any means | might attain unto thehis past record, but by Jesus Christ. does what He says He will do. In all of
resurrection of the dead. Not as Forgetting what he had been andthe years that I've been trying to live
though | had already attained, either what he had done, he could press forfor Him, not one time has He ever failed.
were already perfect: but | follow af- ward. He was simply saying, “I am go- The wordforgivenesshas three
ter, if that . . . Brethren, | count not ing to start at my conversion and godifferent direct connotations. First, it
myself to have apprehended: but thisforward.” Now, several things are in- means to set free as from a debt or from
one thing | do, forgetting those things volved in this. prison. It means, also, to let die.
which are behind, and reaching forth | want to talk about debt for
unto those things which are before, GUILT a momentand | want to use just a com-
| presstoward the mark for the prize There must be both forgiveness andmon illustration. There is a couple with
of the high calling of God in Christ anunderstanding of forgiveness for guilt. whom Nellie and | have been close for

Jesus.” Guilt drives more people to do bad things Continued on page 4
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him. It's done, old Slew Foot. Get out of into the depths of the seal'he depths
my way. Hallelujah! I'm forgiven. That of the sea—they tell me that the deep-
is the way you deal with guilt. You can't est part of the sea is about six miles deep.

Getting go back and fix it. If you said something The highest mountain is less than five
tFa]:th t thirty minutes ago that you regret say-miles high, so if you put the highest
e as

2 | ing, you cannot unsay it. You can makemountain in the deepest part of the sea,
Continued from page 3 . .. itright. You can apologize, and you canthe top of it will be a mile down. Amen.
many years. A few years ago there wahave forgiveness. Jake Hess sings a song about no fish-
a problem in the church, and | kind of Some people are going to ask,ing. God has cast our sins in the depths
stuck my neck out and had to borrow“What about those that still hold that of the sea and has put up a sign, “No
some money, personally, from the wife.against me?” Fishing.”
Now, you have to be careful about bor- See, that is their problem. If some- Listen, if it is gone, it's gone.
rowing from friends. That ia goodwvay  body holds something against me, that idVhere is my guilt? It is gone. Now, if
to lose a friend, whether you lend themnot my problem, but if I've got some- you want to dig up old guilt and dress in
money or borrow money from them. thing against them, that is my problem.rags, you can do it, but I'd rather dress
That weighed heavy on me, but GodAmen. | found this out a long time ago. in a new outfit. Hadn’t you? So we must
helped me, and | got that debt paid. NowAs a young preacher, | so much wantedirst get rid of guilt from our past.
when Nellie and | visit them, the fellow- everybody to love me. | wanted to be
ship we have is wonderful, becausepopular. But | soon learned that whether DOUBTS
| rememberthe debt, but thank God, or not they loved me was not my prob- Secondly, we must get rid of
| also remember that it is paid. It's lem. My problem was my love for them. doubts. The word doubt comes from the
settled. If I love somebody, then I'm on solid same word from which we get the word
| have come across people whoground. Ifl love and forgive them, they double. It means a second or negative
have been in prison. | preached withcan fuss and argue all they want, buthought. You know how it is. You will
a dearpreacher in Chattanooga for I'm free and clear. Many people bury say, “That’'s settled.” Then you'll say,
a longtime. He spent eight years in the hatchet, but they leave the handl¢l hope,” because the devil will say,
prison. What a powerhouse he has beeaticking out. When it's convenient, they “Well, it may not be settled.” Yes, if God
for God all these years. He’s in his eight-go back and get the hatchet. Listen, burysettled it, it is settled and to try to dig it
ies now. He said to me one day, “Youthe whole thing in the depths of the sealup is like trying to dig up Stone Moun-
know, | remember being in that prison, | want to read a verse, befdrget  tain with a wooden stick. You just can’t
but the best day was the day they openetbo far along, from Micah 7:19He will  doiit.
the door and said, ‘You're free. You turn again, he will have compassion This is very serious. | talk to a lot
have paid your debt to society."” upon us; he will subdue our iniqui- of people who willimmediately give you
What | am trying to say is, if we ties; and thou wilt cast all their sins
are forgiven, we remember some of

Continued on page 6

those things in the past, but we need to
remember them with the joy that we're
forgiven. We're forgiven! It's all in the
past. It will not be brought back.

Now, some people will try to bring
it back. The devil will try to say that it's
still owed. Harold sings a song that says,
“Just take him to the Cross of Calvary.”
Tell the devil that it's paid. It's settled.
It was not a debt | owed to you, Mr.
Deuvil. | never did anything against you.
| don't owe you a thing. | only owed it
to God, and Jesus Christ paid for it on
Calvary. Then stick your tongue out at

DR. REX MCPHERSON

GENERAL DIRECTOR— THE GOSPEL PREACHER ASSOC.

Available for Mission Conferences, Revivals, etc.
Also to counsel with prospective new missionaries

Office: 1(800)962-1641—Home: (770)529-1803

ANMIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH *

1016 Old Airport Road, Exit 7—I-81
Bristol, VA 24201 (276)669-4030

Brad Davis Pastor
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... The Eagle’s Claw . . .

Convictions

Part XIII
MY STUDY PATH

HAS LED ME INTO SOME ol sons

SURPRISING KNOWLEDGE

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

and the usage of some English words
changes. This disturbed me. How can
rt of my life’s convictions of 12. | soon began to testify in the | understandhe Bible if my native lan-
P; that we should study the church and learned to quote Scriptureguage (English) keeps changing?

Bible from the earliest pos- Then, when | was 14 years of age, the Then somebody told me that the
sible time throughout our entire life. | am Bay Creek Baptist Church of Loganville, Bible was originally written in Hebrew,
now seventy-eight years old. I've beenGeorgia, licensed me to preach. Greek, and Arabic, and my King James
in the ministry, ordained sixty years, li- | began studying the Bible in ear- Bible was a translation from the origi-
censed sixty four years ago, and mynest. | would read several chapters imal. | began to understand that real Bible
study path has led me into some surprisMatthew and then several chapters instudy is time consuming and absorbs the
ing knowledge, that is, surprising to me.John. When | would read a word andmind almost to distraction, and | learned
Il Timothy 2:15 says“Study to shew did not know its meaning, | would look it that prayer must accompany my Bible
thyself approved unto God, a work- up in the dictionary. | sometimes usedstudy.
man that needeth not to be ashamedan abridged dictionary, but when | got So, as | learnedow | must study
rightly dividing the word of truth.” the big, English dictionary at the schoolwords in Scripture, | then learned that
Il Peter3:18 says‘But grow in grace, library, | learned that an abridged dictio- context is important in understanding the
and in the knowledge of our Lord and nary did not give the extensive explana-words and theme of Scripture. When
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glorytions and descriptions as the largel readthe passage that stat&bat his
both now and for ever. Amen.” unabridgedlictionary didLater,l learned  (Paul’s) conversation in times past,”

| trusted Christ as my Saviour on that the English language is changing.| thought, Paul must have cursed a lot
the last Sunday in May 1941 at the ageMany new words are added each yearbefore he was converted. | was sur-
prised to learn that in the context it meant
a course of life or mode of action

As | have learned a little along my
life’s path, | have found that the Scrip-
tures are sufficient to give me direction
in my life and my work for our blessed

ALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH

“Home of The Gospel Preacher Association”
1390 Monfort Road, PO Box 465177

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30042-5177
(770)995-7045

Dr. Tolbert Moore Pastor Continued on page 16
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|

GPA Youth Missions

Short Term Mission Exposure Trips / Evangelistic / Local Churdlj
VBS / Revivals / Tent Meetings / Assisting Church Planters World\§ide

Dir. Keith Johnson  call: (304)648-5022 e-mail: kjgoyeinto@yahoo.cim

the Past : |

Continued from page 4 . . .
an answer, “Yes, | believe in God. Yes,
| believe God saves. | believe so and T
so,” but then they go right back to wor- EMPLE

Dr. G. Larry PearsonpPastor

rying about what they are supposed to B 404 Warner Road
have settled with God. That's a doubt. APTIST Anderson

The Bible says doubts have torment. It's South Carolina 29623]
so miserable to have doubts. God is CHURCH (864)226-7248

a Dissolverof doubts, even Daniel said
that (Daniel 5). God can dissolve doubts
by our having faith in Him.

| don’t want to read it right now,
but you might want to make a note of it.
Psalm 136 has 26 verses, and every
verse ends withhis mercy endureth
forever.” God does not save you or for-
give you on probation. God doesn’t say,
“I'm going to forgive you providing you Il Timothy 1:7:“For God hath not Secondly, He gives you power to
don'tdo it again.” given us the spirit of fear; but of overcome the circumstance created by

No, God forgives you of your power, and of love, and of a soundthat problem, fault, or sin. Yes, there is
sins—past, present, and future. We arenind” He has given you power to for- always a reaction to sin. There’s always
dealing with the sins of the past thisget. Paul said, “By grace, I'm forgetting a penalty to be paid. But, when it is

HoME oF GAINESVILLE BAPTIST SEMINARY AND BiBLE COLLEGE

HiLLcrResST BAPTIST CHURCH

5304 Bethel Road, Clermont, Georgia 30527
Church Phone: (770)983-5811
Cell: (770)540-0957

| Dr. James B. HatcherPastor |

morning. When He forgives, you are those things.” settled, there is power to say, “That's
forgiven. Now, if you are forgiven that Oh, they will be brought up again. done,” and to say it with confidence.
is going to change your mind. Your faith | don’t bring them up, yet, every once in Not only does God give us power

in Him declares, “I am free. | am for- a while something gets in my mind, but also love—having the power to love.
given. My guilt is gone. My doubts have something that | misstated or mishandledSome people don’'t seem to have the
been dissolved, and my fear has disapin the past, and it will sort of toss around.power, the ability, to love. | dealt with

peared.” Then I'll say to myself, “Why am I think- some people recently, ahanadethis
ing about that? That is gone, settled statement about them doman,‘Drugs
FEAR done.” God has given you power overhave cancelled out whatever character
Somebody said, “When fear that.”. . . God hath not given us the they had.”
knocks at the door, send faith to answerspirit of fear; but of power. . . ." He responded, “That explains it
and fear is gone.” Isn’t that right? So, First, He has given you the author-exactly.”
when the doubt, the guilt, and the fearity, the power, to say with conviction, I’'m dealing with a young man right
are gone, there will be peace. “I'm forgiven, and that’s settled.” now that has been married twice. He is
7 miserable. He’s an alcoholic, but when

| spend time talking to him about the
Lord, things are seen in a different light.
You see, when the power is initiated, then
love can do its job.

] Godgives us paver,love, anc sound
mind.A soundmnind isa disciplinednind.

BiBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

6659 US Hwy 6
Portage, Indiana 46368 =
(219)763-3960

Don Good,Pastor




| can control my thinking. We have the
power to think as the Apostle said in
Philippians 4:8:“Finally, brethren,

whatsoever things are true, whatso-
ever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report;
if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things.”

If you have power over your
thought process, you can control
thoughts of the past that are disturbing.
It's just like owing a debt and now the
debt is settled. It's like being in prison
and now you are out—free. Oh, isn’t
that something!

I was coming out of the hospital
a fewdays ago, and a person in a wheel-
chair was being rolled out. He looked as
if he had been in the hospital for a long
while. He was pale and weak looking.
His hands seemed feeble. When they
opened the van door to put him in, he
said, “Hold it. Wait just a minute. It feels
so good to feel and breathe free.
Doesn’t that smell good?”

They said, “What?”

He said, “The honeysuckle. Don't
you smell it?”

They hadn't paid any attention, but
he had been locked up in the hospital for
some time. He was not ready to get in
a vanand go somewhere. He was ready
to breathe free. That's the way it is
when you have power, love, and a disci-
plined mind. You can breathe free. You
can enjoy life.

If you don't let the past be in the
past, then you can'’t enjoy the future.
That'’s right.

I never will forget when my
mother passed away. | was Mom’s boy.
Everybody who knew me said, “Drew
Willie thought nobody was like Tolbert.
The sun rose and set in Tolbert.” When
she died, | just about went in the grave
with her. A few days later my brother,

Continued on page 8
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Listen to me. The way to get past When our President started talking about
the past is to first get rid of your guilt “faith-based” things, everyone got ner-
and your doubts. Your fear will disap- vous. | heard President Bush this morn-

Gﬁttiﬂg pear, and then let God give you power,ng giving a testimony of his life in Christ
Past love, and a sound mind. Jesus. He'll just tell you right up front
the Past . Why do people think the way they where he is. He is comfortable in his

Continued from page 7 ... think? My wife is one of the sweetest own skin, because something has hap-
Preston, said, “I want to talk to you. people I've ever known in my life. She pened to himin his life, and | believe it is
| know you were close to Mom, but let listens to television sometimes, and she’llsalvation through Jesus Christ. It looks
me tell you something somebody toldsay, “That crowd is crazyl don’'t un- and sounds that way.
me. | think it will help you. ‘You have to derstand why people think like that.” What am | saying? If you don't
let the dead be dead or you can't live.” They don't have any control, any have control over your thought process,

That is not easy, but if you have power. Many of them don’t have any you are going to have a terrible life. But
a disciplinedmind, you can do it. You character, and a lot of them don’t haveif you can take control of your thought
are not going to have a disciplined mindany training or background. Most of process, you can (as Cindy sang this
as long as there are guilt or doubts. them don’t have a clue about Jesugnorning) “stand upon the Word of God.”

I want somebody in our crowd to Christ. They think faith in Christ is like These songs must be coming from
learn that song about Lazarus. It tellswitchcraft, and they treat it like that. people who have had some experience.
about the four men who carried the manThey are scared to death to have areal  Dottie Rambo is not of my faith
on the bed, had to tear off the roof, andChristian in a high-powered office. John exactly, but Rosie Rozell was a member
let him down to get him to Jesus. TheAshcroft was just too much Christian for of my church. They were all singing: the
first man said, “He healed me, but | don'tthat crowd. They almost had a connip-Statesmen, the Goodmans, and Dottie
believe He can help this man.” Anothertion fit, and they are still bringing it up. Rambo and her husband. Dottie was sit-

man said, “I'm more skeptical than any
of you. Even though | had a real prob- Many people
lem, this man is sicker than | was.” Then, bury the
flna!ly, the fourth rpan said, “l want ’to hatchet, but
testify. My name is Lazarus, and I'm
glad to be alive.” they leave

| like that. Don’t you? | once was the handle
dead, but now I'm alive. | once was lost, R
but now I'm found. | once was a sinner, StICkmg
but now I'm saved. | once was on my out
way to Hell, but now I'm on the upward
way. I'm looking forward. Like Paul, I'm

ting in a chair in the back (that was be-
fore she got sick). Rosie said, “l want to
introduce you to Dottie Rambo.” Dottie
had sung some songs that just cried out
of her heart to many hearts. | walked
back and spoke to her. She said, “You
are Rosie and Betty’s minister?”

| said, “Yes Ma’am.”

She said, “Well, I think ya’ll are of
a different faith.”

]

forgetting those things that are behind. HARVEST BAPTIST CHUR?;H
Dr. Terry McMillian, .

I’'m pressing toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus

- . R 1T
because God is real. Christ is real. He’s L -n*.; Soh, a8
as real as the pew you are sitting on. ! rig ﬂf"—m;;.—.a....— i

e 55
He’s as real as the clothes you are e i

I?as!tor o] 9261 Asheville Highway/

f‘t“‘h\ Spartanburg
. @80T | South Carolina 29316
¥ Eﬂ | (864)578-3070

wearing. Until you learn that, you will

never control the past, presemtfuture.
Through Him you can have a dis-
ciplined mind.That works in every area.
You can’t think with your carnal nature. i
By the way, young folks, you can't think
with your hormones either, because
everybody’s hormones are sinful.

625 East Lee Highway
Chilhowie, VA 24319
(276)646-2329

Chuck Herrell, Pastor
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VOLUSIA COUNTY . .. Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

BAPTIST CHURCH

261 S Orange Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763
(386)774-0181

Dr. John ReynoldsPastor I Sh{]l]ld Have
Dressed for It

| said, “Well, | believe in Jesus
Christ, and | believe in His power.”

“Oh,” she said, “you’re my kind.”

Then | said, “I detect some bro-
kenheartedness in your songs.”

She smiled and said, “You read me.

by Dr. John Reynolds

) Pastor of Volusia County Baptist
Didn’t you?” But she added, “That bro- Church, Orange City, FL

ken heart has been healed.”

God can heal a broken heart. How-

ever, some people are hard hearted. ven when we have many They both listened intently and
They are strong and self sufficient. Evisitors at our church, I try somewhat emotionally. When | finished
That's like a goat. A goat doesn’t need to make the follow-up telling the Gospel story, | began to ex-
a shepherd. He can eat paper, driedisitsmyself. Sometimes that means Fri-plain to them how to trust Christ as Sav-
leaves, and anything else, but the shepday night visits as well as Saturday andour. | asked the lady if she had trusted
herd is going to lead the sheep down bythe regular times of visitation. the Lord to save her. She said she had
the green pastures. In Psalm 23:2 the Our church is located in a won- and gave me her testimony of when she
Bible says:He maketh me to lie down derful area for a church building. The got saved. She even went ahead and told
in green pastures: he leadeth me bestreets are well laid out and the housesne her husband had never been saved.

side the still waters.” are close together. | turned to him and asked if he had
The goat says, “You know | would A couple had visited our church as ever considered getting saved. He said
be awitness, but. .. .”“I'd tithéut. . . .”  the result of an invitation by family mem- he had thought about it but never had.
“I'd go to church, but. . . .” “I'd pray bers who already attend. | was makingNeedless to say, after a few minutes,
more, but. . . .” But, but, but, but—that's visits in the vicinity of their house, so he said he would like to be saved and
a goat. Think about that. | stoppedy to see if they might be home. we prayed. He asked the Lord to save
| hope you got the message this | knocked on the door, and the lady him and told the Lord that he would trust

morning. You can get past the past. Youof the house came to answer. | intro-Jesus’ sacrifice for his sins. It was

can get it settled, and say with Paul, “I'm duced myself and told her | was happya reallyspecial time.

pressing toward the mark for the prizethat she and her husband had visited our ~ After prayer, some verses of as-

of the high calling in Christ Jesus.” church. She said they had enjoyed it andurance, some hugs, and tears of rejoic-
However, don't ever use Him like invited me in. | asked about her husbanding, he sat on the sofa with his wife, and

a crutch or like a broom. A lot of people and she said he was finishing his showet sat across from them. He looked at

have Him in the broom closet. If the floor and would be right out. me and said, “Wow, if | had known this

gets dirty, they get Him out and sweep Shortly, he came into the room with was going to happen, | would have put

it up. No, don’t use Him like that. He’s his hair still wet, no shoes, and wearingon a shirt!”

not a broom to sweep up your mess evenly a pair of casual pants. We talked We all laughed, and | thought, “It

ery time you make one. very generally about where they wereis OK to ‘dress for it,” but God looks
He’s a Saviour, a real living Sav- from and their church background. Theyon the heart.
iour. He can give you the power of both seemed very comfortable with my The next Sunday, he was “dressed

a sounddisciplined mind, and He can visit, so in just a few minutes | began tofor it” as they came down the aisle to
give you the peace and joy that comeshare with them the Gospel story con-join the church, and he received
from having the past settled. Ame¥.  cerning Jesus Christ. believer's baptism\/
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“As an eagle stirreth up her nest...” Deut. 32:11

America’s Most Unique Missionary Organization
-Houston, we have
a problem.”

by Dr. Rex McPherson

n April 1970, when Apollo 13 was set to return to the moon, it all seemed General Director for the GPA
I anticlimactic, that was until the now famous phrase “Houston, we’ve haburches. However, thmissionaryzeal
a problem.” An explosion occurred while going to the moon that nearlyat has characterized our churches is
resulted in the loss of capsule and crew. All of a sudden, the world was rivetednotganger of becoming little more than
the plight of three men, alone in the dark of space, desperately trying to get homgsionary sympathy. The need for re-
Jim Lovell was the commander of the ill-fated craft, and it was up to himWival in America is recognized by all
make on the spot decisions to save not only his life but the lives of his crew mebservant pastors and evangelists. Noth-
bers, Fred Haise and Jack Swigert, the rookie of the group. On the ground iwgswould do more for the work of
a groupof men led by ground controller, Gene Kranz, and an army of scientists amdsionghan an old-fashioned, Heaven-
experts with one goal—bring them home alive. Problem after problem arose inckeht, Holy Ghost revival. Following all
ing gaining some control of the craft, keeping the air clean of carbon dioxide, @l great revivals of church history, the
maintaining enough power to actually get back. Each problem was critical and defalirch expanded its influence through
with in turn. By the grace of God, they made it safely home and became natiomalv missionary endeavors. Each one has
heroes. largely followed the pattern given to us
in the book of Acts.
“Church, we have a problem.” Many problems can be recognized,
have been reading a book bycurrently have a problem in the work such as, fewer graduates from our Bible
I the great preacher of long ago, of missionsthat is being ignored by all colleges and seminaries having an inter-
Andrew Murray, written at the but a few who are directly involved. In est in missions, deputation takes longer
beginning of the 20century entitledKey  fact, we have many problems that musthan ever to complete (five or more
to the Missionary ProbleniThe book be addressed in the near future ifyears in many cases), Sunday and
was reprinted by Christian Literature a worldvide witness for Jesus Christ is Wednesday night services are so poorly
Crusade around 1978. | recommend thido be maintained. As Baptist, and as In-attended that pastors are reluctant to
book to you as reading worthy of your dependent Baptist in particular, we haveinvite a missionary (and they are afraid
time. proudly led the way in sending mission-to have an inexperienced man in the
I'm sure that some would disagree, aries out of our local churcheswin the  pulpit on Sunday morning). Itis reported
but it seems evident to me that welost and establish local Nefiestament that eight out of ten missionaries who



The Gospel Preacher Association—Missionary Journalll

come home on furlough do not return to The pastor is by far the most influ- fulfill it when, as a missionary bishop, he
the field. It is becoming rare for many ential human behind the missionary vi- counts the whole world as his fold. The
to serve more than one or two terms orsion of a church. Dr. Lee Robersonpastor of the smallest church has the
the field. (a greatchampion of 20 century mis- power to make his influence felt around
Add to these problems the grow- sion work) always said, “Everything rises the world. No pastor is worthy of his
ing economic pressures in Europearand falls on leadership.” We must admit office who does not put himself into sym-
countries where due to the weakness othat this is unavoidably true. No sustainedpathy with the magnificent breadth of the
the US dollar and soaring exchange ratemissions program can be developed with-great commission, and draw inspiration
many are being forced to leave the fieldout the necessary push from the pastorand zeal from its worldwide sweep.
and return home to seek more supporThis is the case in each of the church’s “The pastor is not only the instruc-
or to give up altogether. For example, inprograms of ministry. From pages 11 andtor, but the leader of his congregation.
the early 90’s a family of four or five 12 of Andrew Murray’'s book, | would He must not only care for their souls,
could go to Wales, Great Britain, with like to share with you an excerpt from but direct their activities. If there are
$4,000.00 to $4,500.00 in monthly sup-an address given in New York City in churches that do not give and do not pray
port and manage quite well. Today, that1900 by Dr. Dwight Pentecost. | will ad- for foreign missions, it is because they
same family will need $6,500.00 to mit to you that they hit home with me, have pastors who are falling short of the
$7,000.00 a month. The cost of living and | believe that it will with you. command of Christ. | feel almost war-
there is comparable to living in New “To the pastor belong the privilege ranted in saying that, as no congrega-
York City or somewhere along the Westand the responsibility of solving the for- tion can long resist the enthusiastic
Coast of the United States. eign missionary problem. Until the pas- pastor, so, on the other hand, a congre-
Identifying the problems is the easy tors of our churches wake up to the truthgation can hardly rise above cold indif-
part. Embracing the solutions is the dif- of this proposition and the foreign work ference or lack of conviction regarding
ficult part. In Andrew Murray’s book, becomes a passion in their own heartsnissions on the part of the pastor.”
Key to the Missionary Problemhe and consciences, our Boards may do As was stated above concerning
identifies several areas that must be conwhat they can, by the way of devising the Apollo 13 space missidiiach prob-
sidered and adjusted if we are to sedorward movements or organizing new lem was critical and dealt with in tufn.
new life breathed into our mission pro- methods of raising money from churchesSo it is with the problems we are facing
grams. He mentions such areas as lovget the chariot wheels of missions will in missions today. Bro. Don Jackson likes
for Christ as our motivation, the power drive heavily. to say, “Are you a part of the problem
of prayer, the work of the Holy Spirit, “Every pastor holds his office un- or a part of the solution?” | want to be
and the responsibility of leadership. der Christ's commission, and can onlya partof the solution. Don’t you/

Paul Jones, GP A place and that | would talk to him after happen in Wales! As you can imagine,

Missionary in Wales the service. | was really excited as | prayed with
Shares a Blessing' ’ After the service, he came into my Nathan and he gave his heart to Jesus!

office and told me that he was fed up The next day he came to our Bible
On a Sunday evening in Sep- with getting drunk. His arm was ban- study and prayer meeting. On Wednes-
tember, just before the servicedaged as a result of a fall into a glassiay, he came to our men’s meeting. On
started, some men were with me indoor while drunk during the holidays with Friday, he celebrated his 2&irthday
my office praying and a young man his friends in Greece. His name isby going bowling with our youth. He is
walked into the chapel. My wife, Jane, Nathan, and he is a fireman and hasoming to our men’s retreat next week.
introduced herself and welcomed himg good,caring family. He was tired of Pray that this will help to get him
to our church. He told her that he treating his family badly. His career was grounded in the Word and that he will
needed to talk to somee because atrisk, too, through his foolishness.  grow in his new relationship with Christ.
his life was a messhe was going Since | have been in the ministry, Also, pray for John and Gloria
nowhere, and he desperately needeghavenever seen anyone come right offPalmer to be saved. They have attended
to change. His eyes were full of tears the street into the chapel wanting to befor the past four Sunday evenings. Ex-
Jane told him héad come to the right saved. Things like that do not normally citing things are happening in Walég!
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Missionary Keith Johnson contin-
ues to be in a coma. He has hag
several complications and is in

great need of prayer.

Unity

U niformity

Jim Roland,
GPA Missionary
Church Planting!

Gob has blessed in the planting
and establishing of the True Gospel Bap-
tist Church in Buck, PA, which is about

by Dr. G. Larry Pearson

Q businessman had an al-  Pastor Temple Baptist Church, twelve miles south of Lancaster, PA.

most 100% success rate Anderson, SC We've been able to lease a building along
in job placement. He was local church and any foreign country. one of the main routes (Route 272). It

asked, “To what do you credit your suc-Unity gives stability to our Christian life. ysed to be a snack shop and clubhouse

cess?” Psalm 133:1Behold, how good  for a miniature golf course and driving
He replied, “I give them liberties and how pleasant it is for brethren to range. The miniature golf course is
to see how they handle them.” dwell together in unity!” closed, but the driving range is still open.
“You mean responsibilities?” Ephesians 4:3Endeavouring to  God has blessed in such a way that we
“No, sir, liberties. You can pay keep the unity of the Spirit in the bondhave our teen class on the porch next to
amarenough to do what he is told. Lib- of peace.” the ball-dispensing machine. It's a thrill
erties determine his leadership.” Ephesians 4:13Till we all come  to be teaching Sunday school and have

Paul speaks much of unity in the in the unity of the faith, and of the golfers come to get a bucket of balls!
Scripture. We see more uniformity to- knowledge of the Son of God, unto a We’'ve been averaging seventy
day than unity. Uniformity is law. It is perfect man, unto the measure of thg70) for Sunday worship and forty-three
rules, regulations, and demands. Unifor-stature of the fulness of Christ.” (43) in Sunday school. We are now sup-
mity is mechanical; it is going through Unity is supremely important to porting two missionaries. Praise the
the motions. It seems so easy to sayGod. If it is important to God, it should Lord, we baptized five (5) last month and
“Just tell me exactly what you want, andbe important to me\/ have six (6) waiting to be baptize¥.
| will comply.” A\

All of us have observed mechani-
cal Christianity. It operates well with
a controlledpne church environment, but &
cannot operate in another location or
country.

What do we do when the rules,
regulations, or demands change? Do wg p:
change our value system? \.AA

Our need is not uniformity but unity. ‘ONaN
Unity is deep. It comes from within. ¥
Unity is closeness to God. It is a matter

Gospel Preacher
Camp Meetings—2008

SPARTANBURG , SOUTH CAROLINA

HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH
9261Asheville Highway Spartanbuyy, SC
Dr. Terry McMillian, Host Pastor

For more information, call (864)578-3070

of the heart. Unity comes from our un- NATIONAL CAMP MEETING

derstanding of God, self, and others. LAWRENCEVILLE , GEORGIA

Unity is spontaneous and has a natural 5 GALILEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
flow. If the heart s right, you won't have 30e L 1390 Monfort Road, Lawrenceville, GA

to memorize the rules. Unity can oper- Dr. Tolbert Moore Host Pastor

ate anywhere, anytime. Unity is God'’s For more information, call (800)962-1641

rule. Unity with God can function in any
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ﬂreWe
m That £ eneration?

by Dr. Edwin G. Moore
European Director for the GPA

s] a generation [that] told that our thinking is flawed, and we testimonies of how God changed men’s
curseth their father, and need to be tolerant of music that glori- lives because Dad and Mom made them

doth not bless their mother. [There fies the flesh and promotes sinfulnesslisten as the Word of God was read.
is] a gereration [that are] pure in We are asked to forget the idea that ald have seen too many young people’s
their own eyes, and [yet] is not ternate lifestyles are wrong even thoughives changed by obeying the Gospel they
washed from their filthiness. [There there is clear Scripture that condemnsheard preached. | have witnessed too
is] a generation, O how lofty are their the behavior. Our televisions are bom-many broken homes and hearts mended
eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. barded with programs that promote theby obedience to the precepts of God'’s
[There is] a generation, whose teethoccult. Vampires, werewolves, and de-Holy Word.
[are as] swords, and their jaw teeth mons are glorified. God is portrayed as Believe it or not, it makes no dif-
[as] knives, to devour the poor from anything from George Burns to a help-ference to me, but God's principles al-
off the earth, and the needy fromless oaf that is bungling around wonder-ways work. Proverbs 30:5Every
[among] men.” ing what to do next. Public praying to word of God [is] pure: he [isp shield

John Gill describes this generationJesus is banned, but the occults arento them that put their trust in him.”
thus: “A sort of men that neither fear awarded rights to do and say whateveiTake it to the bank, Friend; it is true!
God nor regard men; and are so inhuthey wish. The godless would have us believe
man as to be without natural affections Whether that is the cause or thethat “a sort of man that fears not God
to their parents; have no reverence ofesult, we are facing a new year thatnor regards man” is acceptable, if not
them, love to them, nor give them anyonly promises an escalation of immoral-the norm. They would have us to be-
honour or obedience; so far from it thatity and debauchery. Schools are handlieve that Christianity is too combative,
they curse their father that begot them;ing out condoms like candy. Teachersputs guilt trips on people, and should be
imprecate on him all the evils in life they are afraid to be in the classroom, andabolished. We should accept other gods
can think of, and wish him out of the gun violence grows at an alarming rate.and/or other belief systems. Many
world.” We could list many other symptoms of church leaders tell us not to talk about

Some of the commentators believethe malady we are facing, however, weHeaven or Hell, just be positive. We are
the author of Proverbs is describing theirknow only too well the problems. encouraged never to call a person a sin-
generation. The characteristics listed You may not believe in God or ner or refer to them as lost. | don’t know
could describe some in every generabelieve that the Bible is true, but facts ofabout anyone else, but that is too sweet!
tion. However, the words, in my mind at history prove that, in societies where bib-It makes me sick.
least, seem to picture the prevailing atti-lical principles are honored, many of the For a good New Year, get back to
tude ofthe greater part afociety today. problems we are facing are reduced. DdGod, back to the Bible, back to Church,

We are expected to accept thenot tell me that people were not happierand back home. You will be surprised
ideas and attitudes of this generatiorwhen Mom and Dad were in control of at how it will change a generatioV

Poverbs 30:11-14There  without question or comment. We aretheir children. | have listened to too many
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Fe worketh righteousness, is accepted

N with him,” so says Acts 10:34-35.

’ i The problem of small men with
4 large platforms is they think they are large

because of their position. They are pol-
" Raﬁ ”Stl arSI p pDG @ O | Cging the Christian movemgnt with jeal-
., - sy, arrogance, and self-righteousness.
) = We pray for God to send leaders and
L workers into His vineyard, but we want
e to give God the specifics on how He is
“ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ Ty by Dr. Tolbert Moore going to accomplish that and what kind
of person He is going to choose, man or
o woman. We think our leader must have
:“ ::j ow will God choose the next stepped into their father's shoes to takenethods and religion to meet our require-
ﬁ i spokesman fatudeo-Christian  on the anti-God, anti-conservative poli- ments, hence we judge God’s call based
“4 ¢y principles and values in our tics in America. How and whom God on our own culture and religion.
*#4¢ ¥ nation? America is quickly be- will choose is yet to be revealed. What if God chooses someone not
coming a nation without basic values. Dr. James Kennedy, founder andin our group? Will we be silly and ridicu-
The government is divided, being led bypastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterianlous in our approval or disapproval be-
a Congress and Senate full of confusec€Church in Florida, was also a greatcause of no grace, no support for the
and frustrated men and women tryingspokesman for conservative govern-cause of Christ, and because of little-
to appeal to various special interestment. God also called him away sud-ness of spirit?l have seen servants

groups who vote in blocks. denly. upon horses, and princes walking as
Dr. Jerry Falwell was a great voice God will choose and reveal His servants upon the earthEccl. 10:7.
for Judeo-Christian principles and val- choice for His spokesman to the nation. There will not be another Jerry

ues based on the Holy Bible. He wasl hope we have the discernment to recFalwell. There will be good and great
not only a voice, but he worked for and ognize whom God will choose. | hope preachers. We should pray for some-
trained lawyers to combat in court thewe pray for and appreciate that persorone of God’s choosing to be a spokes-
godless ACLU and other Americans rather than attack them because of jealman to the nation for Judeo-Christian
united for separation of church and stateousy and selfish pride. Whomever Godprinciples.Some seem to aspire for such
Dr. Falwell's sons are great men chooses will be a human being with somea position, yet as of now, | do not see or
of faith and good leaders for Thomasfaults just as the critics have.. . God  hear of such a person who fills that void
Road Baptist Church and Liberty Uni- is no respecter of persons: But in ev-now left by these leading men. There
versity. However, they have not, as yetery nation he that feareth him, and have been and still are many great
preachers who preach the Gospel and
are sound in doctrine. However, none
of them have stepped forward or have
been placed in a position to speak to the
nation as did such men as Dr. Jerry
Falwell and Dr. Kennedy:ocus on the

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS & EVANGELISM
for The Gospel Preacher Association

Available for Revivals, Camp Meetingy,
Bible Conferences, Mission Conferencps,
Prospective Missionary Counselin

Office: 1(800)962-1641—Home: (706)779-7970 Rev. Dennis Petty Familyis beginning to be a strong voice,
1 and | thank God for them, but whoever
it is, | hope God will let me know
S H S 10:00 Sunday School | wantto support them no matter what
BAPTIST CHURCH 11:00 Worship Servicg others say V
Serving Cobb County since _15_970 6:30 Evening Service
75 Hawkins Store Rd Kennesaw, GA 30144 Dr. Moore can be reached
(770)926-7729 by e-mail at

Dr. Victor Bledsog Pastor RevTolbert_Moore@bellsouth.net
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. . . For Women of Distinction . . .

THE INTERCESSOR

Making sweet intercession for all needs great and small.
Trusting in God’s wisdom as on His Name we call.
Lean not to thine own understanding, trust only in the Lord,
And He will prepare all hearts according to His Word.
Standing in the gap, we ask the Father to meet your every need
by Jerry L. Schock To send wisdom and protection from above as we pray and plead.

Galatians 6:2, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”

guidance to help a sister “And he saw that there was no man,“lt was justin time. You will never know

Y ears ago as | searched forme . . . but | found nonel%aiah 59:16, given me, sharing it with her, only to hear:
in need, God led me to and wondered that there was no in-how much | needed those words.” No,

this Scripture. “But, Lord, how can tercessor. . . ."Many other Scriptures |didn’t know, but God knew.
| bearanother’s burdens?” | asked. Theexhort us to pray for one another. Itis an act of selflessness that takes
answer is intercession. The greatest In- WouLp Yyou? IT’s A BLESSING. time. We must pray asking for God’s
tercessor is our Lord and Saviour. Intercession changes YOU. It willand continue to pray UNTIL we get
Romans8:34,“. . . It is Christ that brings you closer to the Lord and to thosean answer. That can be days or maybe
died . . .who also maketh interces- for whom you pray. We should listen very even years. Ephesians 6:1®raying
sion for us.” carefully when the Holy Spirit nudges always with all prayer and supplica-
Coulb you? IT's A PRIVILEGE . us. Many times we are not listening astion . . . perseverance. . . ."
To think that the God of Heaven— closely as we should, and | often won- It will get your mind off you.

so Holy and awesome—uwould allow the der, “What was lost?” Is someone hurt-Quickly you are before the throne and
likes of any of us to come into His throneing or in need of something and Godin the battle. Remember, it is a respon-
room is truly humbling, but He does! That would have helped had | been moresibility. At times, the Lord wakes an in-
is where we bear those burdens througlattentiveto His voice? Have you ever tercessor in the middle of the night to do
intercessory prayer. Intercession is defelt a tug to call someone or to pray forbattle for another. Many hours can be
fined as taking another’s needs to somethem and not known why? What did spent making intercession, and often, as
one in authority. What a privilege to be you dowith that thought? Did you act we pray and plead, it can break our
able to do something for someone elsebn it or did you just letit go? If you “just hearts. But then the blessing comes. The

SHoup You? IT’'sAREsPonsiBILITY . let it go,” you may have missed an op-prayer may not be answered in the way

Galatians 6:2 says we fulfil the law portunity and a blessing. we thought, but God will always get the
of Christ. God looks for intercessors. A few days ago, | was on my way glory as we seek His will in the matter.
Ezekiel 22:307And | sought for aman to work and felt a strong urge to call 1 John 5:14;And this is the confi-
among them, that should make up thea friendjust to say, “I love you and be dence that we have in him, that, if we
hedge, and stand in the gap beforecareful.” | followed the nudge God had ask any thing according to his will,
he heareth us.”

CaALVARY BaPTIST CHURCH My constant prayer is: Lord, please
Christian School—Bible Institute help me be what | should be for YOU, SO
2775 Montague 'SVE‘EXt that | can be what | need to be for oth-

Greenwoo ers. There is no greater blessing than

South Carolina 29649 . .
N (864)229-6553 being used of God! May you see this

L
Dr. Joe C. ChapmanPastor truth as you intercede for other¥/
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SANDY CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 2301 Fairbanks Stret
. . Gary, Indiana 464
Dependable - Fundamental - Premillennial (219)845-805
4620 Sandy Creek Road
Madison, Georgia 30650
(706)342-3367

Byron A. Lee Pastor Clemon L. Chappell, Jr.Pasto

Southland Bible Institute

% . I 238 W. Southland Drive
ulManci 855 Lee Road|435 Ashland, KY 41102

. . . (606)928-5127
Singing for revivals, S%Igfgﬂjzpi'ﬁ; 4794

special events & supplyvancil@aol. Tm

Dr. Arnold Adams—President

Training that Prepares for Service

of the King James Bible prevent meant

ionary Dr. Gary Moorg Pastor precede as it was used then, but now it
) am 15S10 ) Church means to hinder. So, we need to go back
Nottingh paptist ,
and study the root word. The word hasn’t
303 W Christine Road changed, but the usage in the English
Nottingham, Pennsylvania 19362 language has changed.
(610)932-5171 We understand that many passages

have a deeper meaning and sometimes
ey which are asleep. For the Lord him- a different meaning than we at first see
My Llfe S self shall descend from heaven withduring a hasty reading. | have found that
Convictions a shout with the voice of the archan- in order to read the Scriptures correctly,
gel, and with the trump of God: and we must have an objective mind. Never
Continued from page 5 . . . the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then decide about a truth until you have stud-
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, butwe which are alive and remain shall ied and prayed over it. Having a reli-
| needthe Holy Spirit to prompt me at be caught up together with them ingious or preconceived idea about
the given time. To trust Christ is to trust the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: a subjecand then reading the Scripture
His Person. If we trust Him for salva- and so shall we ever be with the Lord.to prove it will certainly give a wrong
tion, we surely should trust His teachingWherefore comfort one another with impression. We should read the Bible to
in everything in the Holy Scriptures.  these words.” learn the truth and believe the scriptural
In many cases, one could misun- These are such wonderful, rich teaching. His Word is Truth. He says
derstand the meaning of a passage dftatements for comfort concerning thosewhat He means and means what He
Scripture. | remember when | waswho have passed on. Yet, | would readsays. We have to learn—somehow,
studying the passage in | Thessalonianserse 15;that we which are alive and someway, through prayer and study—
4:13-18:"But | would not have you to remain unto the coming of the Lord what He said.
be ignorant, brethren, concerning shall not prevent them which are The more | study, the more | real-
them which are asleep, that ye sor-asleep,”and | would say, “If we are ize how finite minds are weak and eas-
row not, even as others which havealive, we will not hinder those asleep fromily confused and misled. Just as Mother

no hope. For if we believe that Jesusrising from the grave.” Eve was deceived into a wrong inter-
died and rose again, even so them also Many would say, “Amen.” pretation of the Word of God, many of
which sleep in Jesus will God bring Then, in studying Greek, | was sur- us can get deceived. Some things took

with him. For this we say unto you by prised and embarrassed to learn thayears for me to understand. Maybe | am
the word of the Lord, that we which prevent meansprecede or go before  slower than most, but I'm still studying,
are alive and remain unto the coming pre-vent. We will not precede or go I'mstill reading, and I'm still learning.

of the Lord shall not prevent them before themAt the time of theranslation God bless youV
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from earth to heaven. . . .the earthly
material symbols were done away and
the spiritual reality portrayed by the sym-
bols superseded the earthly shadows.”
Thus there is no future fulfillment by lit-
eral Israel, but a present fulfillment by
“spiritual Israel,” meaning, the church.
Dispensational ViewGary Smith

interprets the passage as describing the
future: “Micah and all the other proph-

Reprinted fromsrael My Glorymagazine ets think this new era will take place at

(A Ministry of The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc.) the geographlc location of Jerusalem
Volume 65, Number 3 — May/June 2007 (and that is how we should interpret the

meaning of this verse). . . .Since there
are still many Jews and Gentiles who
T o whom does the term we will walk in his paths: for the law have not come to God today, since there

by William L. Krewson

Israelrefer? Many Chris- shall go forth of Zion, and the word is still plenty of war around the world,

tians today claim the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” and since God is not reigning as king on
Israel in the Bible refers to the church ReplacanentView: Bruce Witke  the earth, | conclude that this prophecy
because the church, they say, has resees present fulfillment as “today all na-was not fulfilled in the New Testament
placed Israel in God's program for man-tions come to Mount Zion, to the heav- period.”
kind. Others, including The Friends of enly Jerusalem, the city of the living God Matthew 19:28
Israel, say thalisrael always means Is- (Hebrews 12:22), which was formerly “And Jesus said unto them, Ver-
rael and the church is never called Is-symbolized by earthly Mount Zion.” ily | say unto you, That ye which have
rael. Waltke believes the “prophecies aboutfollowed me, in the regeneration

The first view, known as Replace- events prior to Pentecost find a materialwhen the Son of man shall sit in the

ment Theology, negates all Bible proph-fulfillment. . . .With Christ’'s ascension Continued on page 18
ecy that has to do with a future, physical
Kipgdom of David over which Christ will Cor nerStone Ba ptist Chur ch
reign for 1,000 years because it does not

interpret prophecy in a literal manner. 34 Graham St.
Woodstock, Ontario

Dispensational Theology, however, uses Canada. N4S 66
a consistent historical-grammatical (also (519)537-0125
called plain or normal) approach to Bible Pastor Peter Guenther Building Families by Faith
interpretation.

Here, in their own words, are com-
ments from both viewpoints, so you can The CI‘OSSRoad ChUI’Ch
easily see how they differ. THERE IS ONLY ONE ROAD TO HEAVEN

Micah 4:1-2

“But in the last d it shall 1430MichiganSreet  Churd(219)937-0119

utinthefastdays it shall come HammondIN46320  Home(219)558-2025

to pass, that the mountain of the house
of the LORD shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and it shall
be exalted above the hills; and people
shall flow unto it. And many nations
shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS IN SERMON OR SONG
and to the house of the God of Jacob; 300 West Christine Roadllottingham, Pennsylvania 19362
and he will teach us of his ways, and Cell-(336)432-7355

Bill Hayes, Pastor
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THE CoNvERsION CENTER, INC.

Would you like to know more aboRoman Catholic
doctrine and be able to witness more effectivelRdoan
Catholics?

The CONVERSION CENTER (founded over 50 years
ago) would like to help you. Write for a free current catalop
and free sample tracts.

PO Box 265

Carthage, NC 28327-0265 Phone Toll Free: 1-800-631-822(

GOYEN HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

| IKE QUINN , Pastor |

Highway 21 West
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964
(936)560-5131

Conard Hatfield,Pastor

2124 Highway 67
ISland Ford Jonesville, NC 28642
Baptist Church (336)835-4260

Holding forth the Word of Life (Phil. 2:6)

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

2235 Spero Road
Randleman
North Carolina 27317

(336)672-1927

Tommy Kidd
Pastor

Soul-Winning Training

School Outreach Gospel Concerts Tent Revivals

Contact Billy

through the GR -
or directly at o
(219)989-8826 °
or e-mail at S
sampsonmusic 3
@juno.com 8
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“We are willing to go and help any mission pastor that is preac
ing and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and is sincer
interestedn evangelistic outreach.”

Continued from page 17 . . .

throne of his glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones”

Replacement ViewWithout ex-
planation, Craig Blomberg rejects the
plain meaning of the text: “Both the
Twelve and Israel seem respectively to
represent believers and lost humanity in
general. . . .The comparison of the
Twelve with the twelve tribes of Israel
again highlights the theme of the church
replacing Israel as the locus of God's
saving activity in the new age.”

Dispensational View:Dispen-
sationalists refuse to reinterpret Israel,
instead placing this passage in the
eschatological future. Michael Wilkins
sees it as “a future time of renewal, the
hope that was basic to Jewish expecta-
tion of Israel’s future national restora-
tion. . . .Jesus predicts a time of renewal
when the Twelve will participate in the
final establishment of the kingdom of
God on earth, when Israel will be re-
stored to the land and the Twelve will
rule with Jesus Messiah.”

Acts 1:6-7

“When they therefore were come
together, they asked of him, saying,
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to IsraelAnd he
said unto them, It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power.”

Replacement ViewJohn Stott
disparages the disciples’ question, as-
suming that it “must have filled Jesus
with dismay. Were they still so lacking
in perception?. . . .The verb, the noun
and the adverb of their sentence all be-
tray doctrinal confusion about the king-
dom. For the verlestore shows that
they were expecting a political and
territorialkingdom; the nouisraelthat
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This point distinguishes the dis-
pensationalist from the replacement
theologian: “The national future of Is-
rael is most definitely assured. . . .Jesus
responded directly to their question about
time. He most certainly did not resignify
their understanding about ‘restoring the
kingdom to Israel’. . . . There can be no
doubt that this ‘restoration’ about which
the Old Testament prophets spoke fo-
cused on national Israel,” wrote C.
Blaising and D. Bock.

Conclusion

Would that more theologians who
replace Israel would reconsider their
views, as did New Testament scholar
C. E. B Cranfield, who offered words
of personal regret while commenting on
Romans 9-11: “These three chapters
emphatically forbid us to speak of the

they were expecting a national kingdom;the nature of Christ’'s kingdom. . . .How- Church as having once and for all taken
and the adverbial clauséthistimethat  ever, it must be noted that Christ’s an-the place of the Jewish people. . . .And
they were expecting its immediate es-swer did not say that there would be nol confessvith shame to having also my-
tablishment. In his reply (7-8) Jesus cor-literal kingdom. He merely said that the self used in print on more than one oc-
rected their mistaken notions of thetime of the establishment would not now casion this language of the replacement
kingdom’s nature, extent and arrival.” be revealed to them.” of Israel by the Church.’\

Simon Kistemaker assumes that
the church has replaced lsrael: If we [MAKE OIS O NeXtyears alendari

interpret the text to mean the restora- : . .
tion of spiritual Israel, Jesus intimates| A\PPalachian Baptist Fellowship, September 8-11, 2008

that the disciples with their referencetor——————————————(—(—  —(— — — — — — — — — — — — — — T
Israel are too restrictive. The gospel of We sendrhe Eaglewith the hope that it will be a blessing. If you get a blessing,

4 let us know. If you see ways we can improve the magazine, write to us. We we|come
new readers to our mailing list. Please send us the name and address of anyone yjou thin
would enjoy receivind he EagleThere is no subscription charge.

salvation is for all nations. Hence Jesu
instructs them to be his withesses i

Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and {o
the en.ds'of the earth (Y. 8). Con(':ll.szer1 Malllng List
then, in light of Jesus’ answer it is pos-

. . . . Name
sible and even plausible to give a spiri- .
tual interpretation of the apostles’l iggmh (if Pastor)
question.” X ress -
City State Zip

Dispensational ViewThe dispen- |
sational view defends the disciples’ un-|
derstanding of the Kingdom. Wrote |
Homer Kent Jr.: “It is obvious from their |
question that the kingdom referred tol
was the one which the Jews looked fol
Messih to esthlish (Isaieh 9:6-711:10-12) |
Many conclude that thiguestionindi-
cated a complete misunderstanding of_
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